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Qmﬂ a kosher gourmet food busi-
ness prosper when its store hours
_are interrupted by a mm;% religious
service? Judged by the way Leibel
Bistritzky operates his Lower East

Side delicatessen and food Em:.wme

the answer is yes.

Because he pauses in 2,5 quest

~ for profit to pray, his shop on Essex
~ Street has become an institution
_ for its religious significance. But
~ cognosenti also know it for the va-
1 quality om its Womrmw

, ?.93@2% at 4 o’clock each wmmw-
noon, Bistritzky closes his shop for
vﬁmEmmm and opens it for mincha,

_the afternoon prayers which con-
clude a half hour later. At times he
must shoo out non- vmwﬁﬁvmﬁsm
customers. At times they join him
and the local businessmen iwo
stop in for the minyan.

Under pressure from soaring

rents, Leibel and Edah Bistritzky
Ecﬁwm in June from 27 Essex St.,
where they had sold foods for 23
years, to number 39, a larger refur-
bished space. They have since add-
ed a machine for toffutti (the soy-
vmmb&wmm@ dessert that looks and
* gites like soft ice cream) and hired
an assistant.
Bistritzky, an imposing, broad-

shouldered man with an even more

_imposing long, white beard, goes
out of his way to support Israel. “1
promote Israeli products,” he says.

‘Some Israeli products, like Jaffa

Seth Akabas, a clerk for U.S.
District Court Judge David Edel-
. stein, is a regular customer at Bis-
tritzky’s and a freelance writer.

Leibel Bistritzky, center, with his wife, Edah, help a customer.

oranges and tomatoes, ripened in
the Mediterranean sun, have been
available for years. But variety
picked up slowly, says Bistritzky.
“Israeli companies would wait
‘and see one product selling, like ol-
ives, so they’d all make olives,” he
says. Recently, however, a wealth
of Mideastern foods (falafel, hu-

mus, sesame paste), specialty
items and quality canned goods

have been stocked on his shelves.

“Any Israeli product that comes
into America, if it’s moom 1 buy it,”
says Bistritzky.

However, he is quick to point
out, the one remaining Israeli mar-.

keting problem is packaging. Ev-
erything from gourmet chocolates
to Israeli Mediterranean sardines
is available, he mm%;m, but not fancy
packaging.

“The awmmvmm& moom. mrocﬁs,o &-
ways be on everyone’s mind,” says
Bistritzky. “If people can buy from

Israel, they should.”

Despite or perhaps because of his
daily interruption for services and
_his campaign for Israeli products,

business is booming.

- “We’re seeing an improvement,”
says Bistritzky cautiously.

His caution comes from a life in
the food business rooted in his fa-
ther’s trading company in Europe.
The senior Bistritzky maintained
the business in Germany after emi-
grating from Russia. Leibel was
born in 1926 in Germany. The fam-
ily next moved to Holland and, be-
fore World War II, fled to America,
where they founded a fish oil and
coffee-trading company.

Bistritzky was with his father’s
company for a time and later oper-
ated his own chicken farm in Vine-

land, N.J., near a communal agri-
cultural settlement of Jews trans-
planted in a Depression-era
project.
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In 1961, he omema the mroc on
Essex mnwmme that has become a
household word on the Lower East
Side for novelty and specialty
items that are “kosher, only ko-
sher,” he emphasizes.

Despite his arduous duties at the
shop, Bistritzky finds time to serve
as a volunteer for Hatzodah, an
emergency medical service. He and
his sons raised money for the first
community ambulance in Crown
Heights, Brooklyn. He now wears a
radio in his belt or has it by his
side 24 hours a day. During the
day he answers calls on the Lower
East Side; at night he wmmwosam to
Crown mmwmgm emergencies.

He once dashed out of the mrcv
on a call and left the store keys
with a customer, telling her to lock
up and push the keys through the
mail slot.

“If you want to write something
else about him, something that
says a lot about him,” says Edah
Bistritzky, “write about his work
for EMS. He lives through every
call that comes through on that ra-
dio for the love of the next person.”

Edabh fits well into this mix of re-
ligion and business. Her father,
Samuel Travis, a successful busi-
nessman in the petroleum industry

in Tulsa, Okla., sent Edah’s two

older sisters and a brother to Fran-
furt, Germany, for a proper reli-
gious education, unavailable then
in Tulsa. Edah was born in Frank-
furt while her mother was visiting
her older children there.

Soon after the family moved to
Jerusalem, where they lived until

Edah was 10. They returned to the

U.S. in 1939 and finally settled in
Chicago, after a stay in Evansville,
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Ind. Edah met her ».ﬁ:am husband
when she vacationed in Hunter
N.Y.; they were married in 1948.
Mrs. Bistritzky says her father
was one of the founders of B'nai
Emunah, a Tulsa synagogue
which was established over 5(
years ago. A residential section ir
Tulsa has been named Travis
Heights in honor of Samuel Travi
who died 15 years ago. ;
Edah participates in the daily

_minyan at the Essex Street store

distributing prayer books to the
women, who, of course, pray in ¢
separate area of the mwo@

The Bistritzkys’ combination o
business and religious values ha
thrived. Their 10 children hav
prospered in business and religio:
as well, in Israel and elsewhere
One has carried on the family tra
dition in the food industry. Ar
other is a Chabad rabbi in Israel.

The Bistritzkys are convince
that Americans will realize tha
profit is not everything, that a goo
balance of religion and busines
should prevail. They believe tha
that is the essence of Judaism. Fo
them, their children and their 2
grandchildren, theirs is a life ¢
work and religion, a life of joy.
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