TULSA, OKLAHOMA




Even before Congregation B’nai
Emunah became an entity and be-
fore Jews emerged as important
and active citizens of Tulsa, a num-
ber of small Jewish congregations
existed in Ardmore, Oklahoma City
and other communities.

Ardmore had Oklahoma’s first es-
tablished Jewish community in the
1870's and boasted of a house of
worship as early as 1899.

The celebrated April 22, 1889
land rush, which opened Oklahoma
for settlement, brought Jews from
Kansas into Guthrie, Ponca City
and Blackwell. Rosh Hashonah serv-
ices were held in Oklahoma City
in 1890.

The first Oklahomalew on record,
however, appears to be one Boggy
Johnson, a Civil War veteran who
settled in Indian Territory shortly
after the War Between The States,
and married an Indian girl of Chick-
asaw parentage. His nickname stems
from the Boggy Depot, a U.S. gov-
ernment installation in the south-
eastern part of our state.

Several historians point out that
before this time Jews traversed the
plains of Oklahoma.

In 1830, Jewish settlers in Arkan-
sas came into the area from Fort
Smith to do business with the Indian
tribes.

In the 1849 California gold rush,
many Jews from the East took the
so-called Southern route to the West
Coast, leading them through Okla-
homa. It is quite possible that some
MAY have stopped here and stayed.
It is believed that some Jews ar-
rived here in the late 1860’s. They
were part of the thousands of early
Oklahomans who began the illegal
occupation of unassigned public
lands to which the Indians then
held title.

The city of Tulsa, itself, was
founded in 1882.

At the turn of the century, Jews
began arriving in the city. The
Jankowsky family is the first on
record, settling here in 1902, four
years after Tulsa was officially
incorporated.

HEDWIG JANKOWSKY

These pioneers were arriving in
Tulsaaboutthe time of the discovery
of the state’s first commercially
important oil well. At this time there
were already about 500 Jews in
Oklahoma.

Congregation B’nai Emunah had
its direct origins in a Minyan begun
here by Latvian “landsleit” in 1903.
Most of the first Jewish families
that arrived in Tulsa came ori-
ginally from the Varklan, Latvia
and had close family and community
ties which bound them together
immediately.

In those early years, a Rabbi I.
Kuperstein arrived from South
Africa and served the small group.
The original Tulsa Jews, though
without a synagogue and without
a name, did constitute a congre-
gation. Their leader became Joseph
Levine who had arrived here in 1906
from Texas.

Rabbi Kuperstein was soon joined
by a Mr. Racow, who served as
shochet and chazan.

Into Tulsa and many other com-
munities in the state, during 1901
to 1907, came 145 immigrants. They
were brought here by the National
Industrial Removal Office. In later
years, just before World War I,
they came to bear the name of
“Galvestons”’

Because New York City and the
Eastern seaboard were overcrowded
with newly-arrived Europeans, this
agency was established to bring
the refugees into Texas and the
Southwest.

Galveston, Texas became a fa-
mous port of entry for them and, as
they acquired sponsors, they pro-
ceeded on their way.

In 1908, a year after Oklahoma
statehood, the Rev. M. Himelstein
succeeded Mr. Racow. He had come
to the United States from Barisseve,
Russia and was a son of Rabbi
Himelstein of Warsaw, Poland.

Jews in the state now numbered
about 1,000.

REV. M. HIMELSTEIN
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Miss Lottie Seltner’s marriage to
Abe Minsky on August 21, 1910
wasconducted by Rabbi Kuperstein.
Her family had arrived in Tulsa
in March, 1906, and Mrs. Minsky
remembers, that on the Seltner’s
arrival, the Jankowsky family, two
Kellman families and the Halffs
were already here.

The wedding took place in the
building occupied by the Producers
Supply Co. at the corner of 1st and
Elgin. N.C. Livingston had set aside
a room on the second floor of the
structure as a temporary “shul”
and regular services were held there.

Services for the High Holydays,
Mrs. Minsky recalls, were held be-
fore that time in the home of the
elder Kellman family on North
Cheyenne street. According to her,
these were the first Orthodox High
Holyday services in Tulsa— about
1908 and 1909.

Bernard M. Bloch can remember
High Holyday minyans of 1909 when
there were only nine men scheduled
to be present. Mr. Bloch went to
Sapulpa and got a man to come to
Tulsa and “make” the minyan for
that year which was held in the
Knights of Pythias building on
Second Street.

Between 1906 and 1916, there
came into the city families from
many states: Ohio, Indiana, Iowa,
Nebraska, Texas and from the East.
The families bore such names as
Travis, Aaronson, Douglis, Finston,
Kornfeld, Davis, Fell, Rubin, Sitrin,
Cytron, Stekoll, Feldman, Bloch,
Zeligson and others.

One train arriving in March, 1912
from Indiana bore the R.A. Stekoll
and the Joe Davis families. Five
months later another train arrived
with the Jacob Fell, J.M. Stekoll,
Harry Stekoll and Sam Diamond
families.

In about 1911 Rabbi Kuperstein
had departed from Tulsa for a new
post and, for a few years, Rev.
Himelstein was the only Jewish cler-
gyman serving the fledgling com-
munity. The entire population of
Tulsa during this time numbered
18,000.
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A VETERAN B'NAI EMUNAH FAMILY GATHERING. Front row, left to right: L. E. Z. Aaronson, Grace Kroll, Cornelius Kroll and Mrs.
L. E. Z. Aaronson. Center row: Marion M. Travis, Esther Travis. Back row: Jesse Finston, Pearl Finston, Charles Douglis, Sylvia Douglis, Alfred
Aaronson and Mrs. Alfred Aaronson.
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For holidays and special services,
visitors came to the minyans from
outside the city. For example, the
Minskys had moved to Sapulpa in
1911, joining a small Jewish com-
munity there.

Although there were services
there, Sapulpans for the most part
traveled to Tulsa for the holidays,
as did Jews from many surrounding
towns.

“Memories of the past ... memo-
ries that make one tingle with senti-
ment, occasions that make one
recall joys as well as those which
make one sad”

That'’s the way Mrs. Jack Gelfand
remembers the days before Tulsa
had its first synagogue.

“I recall those years from 1911
to 19167 she says, “especially the
years just before B'nai Emunah of-
ficially began. Like many others,
my parents were living in a small
Oklahoma town. having recently
come there from Ohio.

“At Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur time, my parents would
gather us all and depart for Tulsa.
We were only fifty miles away, but
it took practically all day to get
there. We had to take a train to
Claremore and wait there for the
Tulsa train. But we took this long
trip. To my parents, holidays meant
they had to be observed to the full-
est extent, no matter what the cost
in time or money; it was something
they looked forward to?

Mrs. Gelfand easily pictures the
places of worship in the years of
1914-16. High Holyday services were
held on the second floor of a build-
ing on Second Street between Main
and Boston; or in the Elks Clubroom
at 3rd and Boulder; or in the Ohio
Building which was just north of
the Mayo building on Main. . .“Any
place the few Jewish people could
rent’’

Regular weekday services were
also held often in the Himelstein
home, and there were sometimes
two minyans — one to the North and
one on the Southside. By this time
the Jewish population in the city
had reached 300. Oklahoma City
had achieved that total back in 1908.

It wasn’t too much longer and the
HighHolyday services had outgrown

these places. . . the Livingston “shul”
was proving to be inadequate.

By now, two very definite Ortho-
dox “communities” were emerging:
a North and a South.

This situation, a population ex-
plosion coupled with the many who
came to services from out-of-town,
touched off many discussions lead-
ing to a solution that would involve
a new House of Worship.

In the years prior to 1916, Sunday
School classes were held in the
home of our first principal and
teacher, M. Liberman.

The few students gathered on
South Baltimore street and there
are several today who can still re-
call the sessions. Mr. Liberman also
taught private Hebrew lessons in
later years before leaving Tulsa for
a new position.

M. LIBERMAN

Far to go to a butcher shop for
the kosher meats in those days? Not
really, since one had a choice of
shopping at Max Feldman’s store
(brother of Robert A. Feldman)
located at the corner of Haskell
and Main-Boulder...or at M.
Green'’s store on 9th Street between
Cincinnati and Detroit. Both stores
also had customers in the small
northeastern Oklahoma towns to-
whom they sent their wares.

“Tulsans were very observant
Jews, very religious and very con-
genial”

This was the immediate reaction
Mrs. Alfred Aaronson had when she

arrived here in 1915. “In general
she says, “my first impressions of
the orthodox community here were
of a close-knit and happy group”

A CONGREGATION IS BORN

On November 6, 1915, Tulsa at-
torney Ray S. Fellows of the Bell
& Fellows law firm filed with the
Oklahoma Secretary of State the
articles of incorporation for B’nai
Emunah.

The fifth article of this paper
noted that “there shall be seven
Trustees of this corporation, and at
an election held in the City of Tulsa,
Oklahoma on November 1st, 1915,
the following named Trustees or
Directors were elected to serve:

“N.C. Livingston, J. Beren, Alfred
E. Aaronson, Emile Offenbacher,
Robert Stekoll, M. M. Travis and
M. Rubin?

The purpose of B'nai Emunah was
set forth as follows:

“To provide for and develop the
religious, social and benevolent in-
terests of its members, in any
manner whatsoever, and to develop
and provide for the religious, social
and charitable interests of any other
persons in whom the members of
said congregation may be inter-
ested; to acquire and hold such
property, both real and personal . . '

JACOB BEREN
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Marion M. Travis, one of the
original trustees, said recently,
“Thus we created B’nai Emunah.
Our beloved friend, the late Reyv.
Himelstein, shochet and Ba’al Tefil-
lah, suggested the name which
means ‘Sons of Faith.'”

MARION M. TRAVIS

President of Congregation
1915 to 1919; 1920 to 1922

SAM TRAVIS

Mr. Travis, a highly successful
independent oil producer, became
the first president of the new con-
gregation, as it wrestled with its
1915 growing pains.

Mr. Travis added: “When I had
given the contract for the construc-
tion of the Synagogue to the Blair

brothers, my friends all laughed at
me for building a shul for a non-
existent congregation. Then, when
the building was going up, it gen-
erated excitement. My brother Sam
joinedme, and others, too, expressed
a willingness to join a congregation’’

Rabbi Randall Falk, who served
Tulsa’s Temple Israel in the 1940’s,
wrote his rabbinical thesis on the
history of Oklahoma and Tulsa
Jewry. In it, he noted:

“When the B’nai Emunah congre-
gation purchased the lot at 919
South Cheyenne to build their first
Synagogue, a small cottage stood
on there. This cottage was moved
to the rear of the lot, and in 1916
it was taken over by the newly cre-
ated Hachnosas Orchim society as
an integral part of the congregation’s
philanthropic activity. There was,
however, no Bikkur Cholim society
in the Synagogue?

Hachnosas Orchim was a society
which took care of the newcomers
and itinerant Jews. “Mr. Himelstein
lived in these quarters; Rabbi Falk
continued, “and provided lodging
and meals for transient Jews who
came to Tulsa?

The Bikkur Cholim society is the
group that would visit the sick in
the community, and also aid the ill
who were poor.

Marion Travis continued, “Our
Mr. Himelstein distributed charity
funds which were sent to him by our
members. Neither the recipient nor
the giver knew one another. It was
all done anonymously”’

OUR FIRST SYNAGOGUE

“Well, sir, I was thirty one then
and, of course, had never built any-
thing like that before”

The voice is that of John T. Blair
who, with his brother, constructed
our first house of prayer. He still
resides in Tulsa and he was inter-
viewed in November of 1965.

“I guess the memories I have of
the old Synagogue are really the
human interest ones. At least they
seem that way now.

“We started building in November,
1915. I recall my carpenters were
getting four dollars a day, plumbers

two dollars and bricklayers si:
dollars.

“Marion Travis and Lionel Aaron
son came to me one day and em
ployed me to do the job. I had beer
building houses for them back ther
and was right in the middle of doin;
some.

“Who do I remember from tha
job? Well, of course Marion anc
Lionel ...and the Douglis’s, Fin
ston’s...I remember Rev. Himel
stein as if it were today. The Korn
felds. .. Alfred Aaronson was :
young man then, and, oh, so many
others that I can’t recall the names
But I had never been on a job where
so many people were so terribly
interested in the job.

“And the women! They were
there on every good day. And we
heard them talking about what they
would do when the vestry rooms
were finished, and the affairs they
could then hold in the Synagogue.

“Really, I guess the main thing
about the building I recall was that
they said: ‘Here’s what we want . . .
you build it: And we did!”

In the thesis mentioned above,
Rabbi Falk comments that the Syna-
gogue was built under the super-
vision of the only Jewish archi-
tect in Tulsa, Mr. J. Albert. This
name does appear on a B’nai
Emunah membership list of 1918,
the first available.

Continues Mr. Blair:

“When the roof was on, with that
big dome, and we started working
inside, along came Rev. Himelstein
and Mr. Travis and said, ‘Mr. Blair,
we’'ve got to have a purification
pool for the women somewhere in
that basement!

“So there we went ... tunneling
in under the front wall, under the
wood floor of the basement and
under the stairs with drainage lines
and new plumbing lines.

“Then, a few days later, the
women of the Ladies Aid Society,
or whatever it was called, decided
that the inside of the dome on top
of the Synagogue — it was copper—
ought to be painted with a mural
or scene of some kind.

“We finally lined up a painter
from Kansas City to come down and
do the job. And he did a beautiful
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job! And by the way, that dome
will be there until Gabriel blows
his horn.

“But until he finished, I thought
the rest of us were going to have
apoplexy. What we didn’t know,
until he got up on the scaffolding
and started working, was that we
had gotten a drinker! And you
should have seen some of the epi-
sodes when the women would be
on the floor below, giving instruc-
tions to him above.

“We were handicapped then, you
know, because the people who
owned the little strip of land on
the south wouldn’t sell it to the
Congregation. They wanted to buy
that too, the strip right on Highway
66 where the Teamsters Hall build-
ing now stands, but couldn’t get it.

“That was going to have a house
on it, sort of a rectory, for the Reyv.
Himelstein and his family.

“So with this narrow piece of land,
and the congregation wanting defi-
nitely to have a meeting room and
reception room, we had to go to a
basement and so we had the main
floor five feet off the ground level.
That's why you had so many stairs
going up the front of the Synagogue.

“Then, came another last minute
emergency! The building committee
told me there had to be a partition
right down the center aisle of the
Synagogue, so that at certain serv-
ices such as weddings, or other
events, the men and women would
be segregated on the first floor.

“Well, there just wasn’t enough
room between the pews or benches
to build a partition, so we decided
to bring in seventy feet of beautiful
velour and a movable frame to hang
it on...about seven or eight feet
tall .. . it would go down the mid-
dle of the center aisle. Closest
place we could find that was in
Kansas City”

In relation to this Marion Travis
relates: “My brothers, who were
ultra-orthodox, were against men
and women sitting together or for
women sitting downstairs. But some
of the wives of the members refused
to sit in the balcony. Compromise
being the art of the possible, we
tried to make everyone happy. We,
therefore, wound up with men and

women sitting on one side of the

building, in family pews, and the
men alone sitting on the other side,
with a high curtain between the
two sides down the center aisle’

Mr. Blair goes on:

“Of course, my people and I were
not allowed to work on Saturdays;
otherwise, I believe the job could
have finished up about a month
earlier than it did.

“And those stained glass windows!
For the molding between the dif-
ferent pieces, to join them together,
we used lead. Now that’s really
permanent.

“And finally, I remember the day
the Synagogue was officially
dedicated.

“Mr. Travis had called me and
asked me to be at the Synagogue
about two that afternoon with my
bill for the building .. . that he had
the money he was paying...and
the bill was to be paid off then since
the dedication was scheduled for
eight that night.

“When I got there, instead of
presenting a bill for $16,000 which
was our original estimate and agree-
ment, the bill came to about $19,000.
The committee had forgotten and
NOT figured the extra costs of con-
structing the purification pool,
painting the dome or providing the
velour curtain and frame for the
center aisle.

“I told them they could certainly
pay the balance at a later date, but
Rev. Himelstein would not permit
this, saying, ‘We will NOT dedicate
a building to God that is not in some
way paid for!’

“I belonged to Holy Family con-
gregation, just a block away, and
I came up with an idea that WE
had used when we built our cathe-
dral. We had solicited contributions
from non-members, Catholic or not,
and went way over our goal. But
the Building committee that after-
noon turned that down.

“Then Rev. Himelstein had an
idea.

“They would hold two services
that night instead of one...the
first, beginning at 7 p.m. would be
to dedicate the Scroll of the Law
that had been contributed to the
Synagogue by someone in the Travis

family. And for that service they
would charge admission. And the
people sitting in the first rows,
closest to the pulpit, would pay
more than those in the back rows.

“And so, at three in the after-
noon, together with Marion Travis,
Rev. Himelstein and Lionel Aaron-
son, I walked down the aisle and we
figured out how many people would
be sitting in what rows and how
much it would take per row per
seat to raise the additional money.

“People in the first row finally
were to pay $15, I think it was, and
those in the very last row of the
balcony would pay $1.50. And that’s
what they did...with the official
dedication of the Synagogue coming
later in the evening?

In a matter of only four or five
years, there was to exist in Tulsa
still another Synagogue, the Aaron-
son Chapel, built in the Lionel E.
Z. Aaronson home. Regular services
and High Holyday services were
held. In fact, Cantor Pincus Jassi-
nowsky was brought to Tulsa to
conduct year-round services for
this Minyan which was attended by
many Tulsans.
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A NEW SYNAGOGUE AND ROSH HASHONA command headlines on page 1 of the Tulsa World of September 28, 1916.
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FIRST HOUSE OF WORSHIP

IT WAS A YEAR WHEN...

At the same time that Harry
Sinclair could announce formation
of the $50 million oil company bear-
ing his name in this new, sophisti-
cated city, an MK&T train could be
stopped and robbed by two men,
an hour after it had departed from
the North Main Street station.

It was a year when all churches
in Tulsa banded together in a “Home
Visitation Movement™; 2000 persons
went door-to-door interviewing
EVERY family in the city and is-
suing invitations (in seven lan-
guages) to attend a church of “your
choice” for services the following
week. Rev. Himelstein was an of-
ficial of the project and Marion
Travis headed the “Classification
committee’’

It was a war year: battles raging
in Europe but the U.S. was not yet
in it. General Pershing’s troops
crossed the Rio Grande into Mexico

chasing Pancho Villa’s renegade
bandits . . . the city’s Jewry, with
N.C. Livingston at the head, col-
lected money for war sufferers in
Poland. After Governor Robert
Williams issued a special proclama-
tion, Tulsans gave between $300
and $500 a month.

Tulsans at this time were viewing
one of the most phenomenal pic-
tures of growth this city has ever
recorded. The building permit
ledger at City Hall showed that 500
buildings and homes were in dif-
ferent stages of construction. The
Tulsa World stated that “a new
building start was made every 29
minutes!”

A newspaper summary of building
going on in Tulsa included this refer-
ence to our Synagogue: “This build-
ing, when finished, means the addi-
tion to Tulsa’s church edifices of
one of the most beautiful churches

SUCCOS FINERY EXHIBITED on steps
of Cheyenne Synagogue by, left to right,
Goldie Weinstein, Lena Seltner Aaronson,
Fannie Vinick and Sina Turk —1916.

in the Southwest. The Blair brothers,
contractors, hope to have all the
work completed by September 1st

In May of 1916, the Tulsa World
noted that the first annual Ball of
the Young Men’s Hebrew Associa-
tion was scheduled for the Elks
Club building. At two other times
attempts were made to organize
a Y.M.H.A. but without genuine
success.

While workers erected the South
Cheyenne house of worship, the
Masonic Temple on South Boston
was almost ready to be started.

Charles Evan Hughes, Republi-
can, and Theodore Roosevelt, Pro-
gressive, were nominated for the
presidency. But the Democrat,
Woodrow Wilson, would win the
1916 election. Louis Brandeis was
approved as a Supreme Court jus-
tice, the first Jew to hold this ex-
alted position.
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Orthodox Hebrews to Cel-
ebrate  Oceasion  With
Serviees in 2 Churches,

THIIAY markas the beginning of
the Jewinh New Yeur or Rosh
Hushanah, ©One hundred amd fifty
famitlies of the Jewinh perpin resident
in Tolsa will atiend the cetrmoniss
which will be held In two different
pisces in the city. The orthodux Jows
will assemble in the new gynagugue,
v hite the reforfucd or progruasive
Jowg will assemble in Ohio hall

The dats of Kosh ilashanah is the
first lay of the month of Tishri and
the New Year now to he ushered in,
ts, according to the traditiona] Jewish
colennar the year (877, .

The orthodex  servtoea will begin
this morning at 7 36 and wilj last un-
111 2 in the aftenoon at ihe new
synugogue, $19 Koulh Cheyeuns The
New Yeap will be usheted in Ly the
Hlowing of the meh Jur op ram's horn
The fiey M. Himelstein will hold thia
evremony, The wmermon  wilt  Le
preached by the new rabbl. Morris
Teiler  Ag the Orthodox Jaw does not
tetieve the New Yeoar g thine for song
wnd feRrtivity thers will be no masical
PLORTL Y It is e thme fop repen-
tence nnd praver and with this idea
in mind, the wservicps, though fm-
pressive, will be gafet,

Htahh Poeldman Here,

Jlahbt A, J Feldman, who has roie
from Cincinnatl, will conduct the ser,
Vicen of the Heformed church, which
o1l hexin ot 10 o'cloek st Ohle hall
Habbh! Feldman desoribes the services
ne follown:

Prore will be the uwual preludas al
10 o' ok, after which the officers of
the cangregation, ledd by the rabli
Pesring the sa red scroll, will maren
slewly i while the organlst plavs the
processtonnd All the congreszation
v i1l stand  whiln the cholr will sing,
LRt Up Your Head O Ye Oates’

“When the choir stops Ua m’mr the
pabd will place the sacred poroll into
the nrk and read the prayer.  This
preyer hias heen enpedinlly written hy
P'raf K Kohler, president of the
TUnion Hebrow eollege at tinclonatt
and hend of the progressive Jows of
America

“The choir will then sing, "It In the
Tres of 1Adght’ and the rangregation
wWhich hua heen  standing  will be
woated The seriaon  will then  ha
preached during which there wili bae
sinAdAng “Mhe Torah and Life in.
seprirahle’  Professr tlarson af Ketie
Aall college will be In charge of the
muefa’’

“Phe apirft of the New Year aer-
fren in  the progressive church
Patid Feidman oxplaing, “is that of
il judgment, Asx in nature,  tha
harvest seamon t& over and the mutumn
e mun in approaching, wolemn,
rerious thoughis arise in the nung U
ta the time frr forghieness and 1e.
fintinies

Tulsa World of September 28, 1916.

A map of the city in this paper
showed the city’s boundaries as be-
ing Pine street on the North . .. 15th
street to the South . . . Lewis on the
East...and the western boundary
was a mile west of Denver and por-
tions of West Tulsa.

Finally, in September, as Tulsa
Jews and those of surrounding Okla-
homa towns approached the High
Holyday period, a young Rabbi who
recently had graduated from the
Jewish Theological Seminary of
America came to town to assume
B'nai Emunah’s spiritual helm—his
first pulpit.

RABBI MORRIS TELLER
1916 to 1925

Born in 1890 in Galicia Rabbi
Morris Teller had come to the
United States when seven years of
age. He received a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1912.

Rabbi Teller conducted the new
congregation’s first Yom Tov serv-
ice. The Tulsa Democrat said that
some stores that year, owned by
Jews, “will close for the entire 10
days between Rosh Hashona and
Yom Kippur”

From miles around, Jews came
into the city, which had a total
population of 40,000. The Syna-
gogue, “a beautiful edifice of tapes-
try brick, built to seat 250 persons”
was overcrowded as 400 came to
pray. The 29 actual members were
host to a heartwarming religious
observance.

HYMAN APPLEMAN
President of Talmud Torah
1916 to 1923

The words of Mrs. Jack Gelfand,
remembering services at the Syna-
gogue, are applicable:

“Each Saturday morning the
women of the Congregation; remi-
nisces Mrs. Gelfand, “and there
were many of them, including my
dear Mother, walked to the Shul.

“The men had gone earlier in
the morning. The women climbed
the front steps, then reached the
lobby, turned either to the right
or the left and ascended the narrow
steps. From there, they would look
down to the main floor where the
men of the community were gath-
ered, wrapped in their taleysim.

“And on Kol Nidre night, the
aliyahs were auctioned off. I can
still hear whoever it was, calling
out the rising prices. This was done,
first, because we needed the money
and second, the members of the
congregation considered it a dis-
tinct privilege and honor to ascend
the Bima and chant part of the
service’

One of the first services of the
newly chartered Congregation B’nai
Emunah was a special one, held to
pray for the Jews of all nations who
had been slain in battle in World
War 1.

In 1916, just after completion of
the Synagogue a Talmud Torah was
organized with Mr. Max Lieberman
as its first teacher. This school
graduated its first class three years
later, a group of eight boys.




This was the year when Foreign
Secretary Lord Balfour of Great
Britain issued his famous declara-
tion stating that his nation viewed
“with favor the establishment in
Palestine of a National Home for
the Jewish people.. thus giving
the Zionist movement its greatest
impetus to date.

And it was in the early autumn of
1917, Mrs. Pearl Gordon says, when
Rabbi Teller called her to a meet-
ing in the basement vestry rooms
of the Synagogue for an organiza-
tional meeting of B’nai Emunah
Sisterhood.

When she arrived, the Rabbi was
standing in front of the Talmud
Torah’s Aron Kodesh in the base-
ment speaking to only nine women
who were in attendance. It was
decided since not enough had ap-
peared to form the nucleus, they
would try again later.

“Only a month later}’ Mrs. Gordon
relates, “the Rabbi called a meet-
ing and this time eighteen women
were present and Sisterhood was
born”

Among those present at the sec-
ond meeting, according to Mrs.
Gordon, were Mrs. Douglis, Mrs.
C. H. Lebow, Hedwig Jankowsky,

FOUR OF OUR PRESIDENTS are in this weddin
former Sarah Appleman. Also in the party are former p

Mrs. Joe Davis, Mrs. Abe Stekoll,
Mrs. Abe Dritch, Mrs. Robert
Feldman, Mrs. Jacob Fell, Mrs.
Morris Foonberg, Mrs. D. R. Travis,
and Mrs. Hyman Appleman.

Thus the strong organization that
now, in 1966, numbers over 250
was on its way. Mrs. Douglis was
elected president and later Mrs.
C. H. Lebow became a president.

MRS. HYMAN APPLEMAN

MRS. JACOB FELL

MRS. ABE DRITCH

g group. In fact, the groom was A. E. Lewis shown seated in the center next to his bride, the

Travises, Applemans, Sitrins, Rubys, and Mirs. Dorothy Turk.

residents Marion Travis, David Travis and Emile Offenbacher. In the photo are other
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“Beth Raphael Cemetary?”

That’s the name our congrega-
tion originally used for its section
of ground at Rose Hill Cemetary.
How did B’nai Emunah begin its
use of this burial area?

When in January, 1917 a funeral
and burial were to be held, Lionel
E. Z. Aaronson and Marion Travis
went to Rose Hill and purchased the
plot of ground that is now the B’nai
Emunah area.

A small chapel was also built
there at this time, but was removed
in the 1920’s.

N. C. Livingston was the guiding
light behind establishment of the
Chevra Kadisha organization and
its president or Gabbai Rishon for
its first years.

N. C. LIVINGSTON
Founder, 1917
Chevra Kadisha

Later, Hyman Appleman donated
the funds necessary to acquire ad-
ditional land holdings in order to
more adequately meet the needs of
the growing community.

Fanny Hoffman and Betty LeVine
and several other ladies organized

MRS. JOSEPH LEVINE
A Founder of Ladies’ Division
Chevra Kadisha

1917

a sewing club which met at the mor-
tuary where the Ist National Bank
of Tulsa stands in 1966. Their “sew-
ing”? The women prepared the
shrouds for the burial of the Jewish
dead. These were the beginnings of
the Chevra Kadisha in 1917.

During Chol Ha’moed Passover,
Marion Travis was re-elected presi-
dent. Alfred Aaronson served as
vice-president and Max Travis,
treasurer.

April 6 — the date the U.S. entered
World War I after trying so des-
perately to keep out.

“Tulsa County in the First World
War,” a historical work quoted in
a 1953 Tulsa Jewish Review, showed
that several congregation members
were active in various WWI
activities.

Irvin Simons was among the first
Tulsans in the Tulsa Ambulance
Corps. Busy in the 4th Liberty Loan
drive were Mrs. Charles Douglis,
Mrs. L. E. Z. Aaronson, Ben Pearl-
stein, Sam Boorstin, M.R. Travis,
Jeb Lewis and J.K. Livingston.

In the 5th Liberty Loan Drive
were Marion Travis and L. E. Z.
Aaronson.

Joe Olson was in the United War
Work Campaign representing the
Jewish Welfare Board. He served
on its Executive Committee. One
of the Team Captains in this cam-
paign was Mrs. Alfred Aaronson.

When the Jewish Welfare Board
called on Rabbi Teller and Rabbi
Jacob Menkes of Temple Israel to
serve as religious secretaries of
Camp Doniphan, they cheerfully
consented to render the service to
their country and to their fellow
Jews. It was their duty to visit the
Camp from time to time. Camp
Doniphan was a training area in
Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

For the Jewish holidays, all the
Jewish boys in the service were in-
vited by the members of the Tulsa
Jewish community to spend the
holidays with them and through the
efforts of the Rabbis and Emile
Offenbacher and Mrs. Charles
Douglis, arrangements were made
by local families to billet them.

The following is a list of Tulsa
Jewishmen who served in the Armed
Forces during World War I accord-

ing to the above mentioned article
in the Review:

Maurice Bloch, Alex Karchmer,
Harold Aaronson, Julius Livingston,
Joseph Feenberg, P.A. Fox, Sidney
Jakousky, Louis M. Brenner, Ben
Landa, W. R. Livingston, Carl Liy-
ingston, Sam Matofsky, Sam Miller,
Wolf C. Turk, William Viner, Harry
Vinick, Herbert Weisburg, Simon
Adler, Sylvan Goldman, H. A.
Greenberg, Herman Greenberg,
Joseph Kroll, George Lehrman,
Milton H. Levy, Maurice Bernstein,
E. J. Bernstein, D. A. Finkelstein,
Harry Moskowitz, William Rabkin,
Herman Rosenthal, William Rosen-
thal and Charles Vinick.

Many members of B'nai Emunah
were at top levels of leadership in
active organizations outside of the
Synagogue.

Rabbi Falk, in his rabbinical the-
sis, said:

“One of these organizations was
the Jewish National Workers Alli-
ance. It was founded in 1917 by
Louis Krasner, W. J. Levine and
Abe Abend. It was a fraternal, lib-
eral order with socialist tendencies
nationally, though in Tulsa the
activities of the group were primarily
social in nature. The Alliance spon-
sored the first community Chanukah
celebration as well as other holiday
events.

ABE ABEND

“A segment of its membership was
almost fanatically anti-religious)
comments Rabbi Falk, “and on at
least one occasion they sponsored
a Yom Kippur dance to divert the
attention of its membership from
the spiritual aspects of this sacred
day”
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TULSA AND NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA became the ‘Goldena Land’ for these early set-
tlers. Front row, left to right: Abe Dritch, Meyer Dritch, Mrs. Abe Stekoll, Tillie Stekoll, Ann

Plost, Sam Plost, Ethel Plost, Mary Stavinsky.

Center row: Mrs. Abe Dritch, Rose Dritch, Abe Stekoll, Boruch Stekoll, Harry Stekoll

George Roberts, Mike Roberts, Fanny Plost.

Top row: Joe Freed, Mrs. Harry Freed, Mrs. Meyer Roberts, Meyer Roberts, Abe Skuy,
Sarah Roberts, Mrs. Ezra Dritch, Fanny Skuy and Joe Davis.

MRS. BERNARD DOUGLIS
First President of Sisterhood
1917 to 1920; 1921 to 1923

 STATE or oMa,
=
. County ] | -
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oy of L .0 /if
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SOUTH CHEYENNE PROPERTY, on
which our first Synagogue was built, was
deeded in 1918 by Mr. and Mrs. Marion
Travis to the Congregation.

s

SUNDAY MORNING SCHOLARS IN
Rev. M. Himelstein.
Front row, left to right: Regina Jankowsky, Jean Kantor, unidentified girl, Bessie Davis,
. Netti Himelstein, Aaron Himelstein and Nan Jankowsky.
Second row: Betty Kaufman, Sandra Miller, Kaufman boy, Kornfeld boy, Beren girl, Ann
Miller, Ida Bercutt, Sara Beren and Sadye Kornfeld.
Third row: Harry Goodman, Mike Green, Harry Davis, Paul Jankowsky, Joe Kornfeld,
Morris Himelstein, Bernie Levine, Kornfeld boy and Stanley Reinstein.
Top row: Eva Weinstein, Hannah Himelstein, Fannie Green, Mildred Kaufman, Francis
Moskowitz and Gertrude Goodman,

1917. Their teachers— Rabbi Morris Teller, left, and




36 PIONEERS OF B'NAI EMUNAH! Just before a joyous kiddush in honor of the birth of Ike Ruby’s oldest son, about 1918, the group included
men whose names were Travis, Green, Beren, Appleman, Stekoll, Kornfeld, Aaronson, Livingston, and YOU will know others. Standing at the
left, 2nd and 3rd, are Rabbi Morris Teller and Rev. M. Himelstein.
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ABE MIZEL

SAM SITRIN

FOUR GENERATIONS

J. M. Stekoll, left; his father, Abbo; his son,
Abe; and his granddaughter, Emmy Lou.

THE KAUFMANS: Seated in front is Mildred. Seated in the center are Betty (Mrs. Jay New-

man), Sam, Mr. E. Kaufman and Reuben. Standing is Mrs. Clara Kaufman.

Elections of 1918 retained Marion
Travis in the presidency. The vice-
president’s post went to Max Travis;
N.C. Livingston was named treas-
urer and Alfred Aaronson became
secretary.

The new Board of Trustees in-
cluded Max Rubin, R. A. Stekoll,
Joseph Davis, Sam Sitrin, J. K.
Livingston and S. R. Travis which
means that several new workers
were included.

It was in this year that the Trus-
tees decided to publish and circu-
late to all members copies of the
Constitution and By-Laws of the
Synagogue. Several copies of this
publication are still to be found in

many homes today.

More than one person who can
remember those early days of our
history have agreed with Marion

Travis when he said recently, it

was an uplifting experience to at-
tend our services, not only on
Saturday and holy days but on week-
days as well?”

In 1918, the Sisterhood worked
enthusiastically for the Red Cross
in all its drives of World War 1.
Vice-president at the time was Mrs.
Morris Bercutt. During this year,
the women’s group was also estab-
lishing its strong association with
the Religious School and the
Talmud Torah.
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Marion M. Travis resigned the
office of president of the congrega-
tion and the Board of Trustees
named Emile Offenbacher to be-
come new president.

Serving with Mr. Offenbacher
were vice-presidentN. C. Livingston,
treasurer R. A. Stekoll, financial
secretary Abe Abend, recording
secretary L. Plost and the board of
trustees which included Alfred
Aaronson, Joe Davis, J. K. Living-
ston, Sam Sitrin, J. M. Stekoll, and
Sam Travis.

BorninFrance, Offenbacher came
to the U.S. in 1904 and to Tulsa in
1914 as a result of his friendship
with Sam Travis. He formed a large
independent oil firm here.

During his stay in Tulsa he was a
local, and then state, president of
B’nai Brith; also served as a cap-
MR. and MRS. MORRIS BERCUTT tain of a Red Cross drive.

o —— T

b

A VETERAN B'NAI EMUNAH FAMILY. This group includes the Markowitz, Mizel, Lack, Rozen, Miller, Green, Fisher names, and others.
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He was appointed a committee
member for St. John’s Hospital
which was just then starting. In his
own words, “I accepted and agreed
to help raise funds only on the con-
dition that they would arrange facil-
ities that people who want to get
kosher food in the hospital would
be able to get it. I remember the
hospital became a very important
institution in the city, but I am
afraid that no use was ever made of
the Kashrus facilities’

In the autumn of 1919, the first
regular publication appeared in
Tulsa which would chronicle the
news events of the two Jewish con-

EMILE OFFENBACHER
President, Congregation
1919-20

gregations and other secular
organizations. The magazine, called
“Tulsa Jewish Messenger) was ed-
ited by an E. M. Jarmuth and printed
by the Butler Printing Co.

Assisting Rev. Himelstein in his
roles as chazan and shochet was M.
Robinson, a teacher in the Talmud
Torah, who acquired the title of
“Shochet Shaynee”

The Talmud Torah, under in-
structors D. Stern and Robinson,
boasted an enrollment of 60 children
with an average attendance of 55.
Chairman of the school, Hyman

Appleman, sent home a special
plea for those “who have cars to
help out in taking the children to
and from their classes after attend-
ing the city’s schools?

Chevra Kadisha Day, just before
Hanukah, found a banquet enjoyed
by all the Association members in
the home of Rev. Himelstein. The
banquet was prepared by the mem-
bers. N.C. Livingston was re-elected
president and Emile Offenbacher,
secretary.

On Hanukah, 15 of our youth
presented a play at the Chamber of
Commerce Auditorium, located in
the City Hall building at 4th and

Cincinnati. Under the direction of
Mr. Stern and Miss Belle Lehrman
and Mr. Simon Cohen, “Enemies
of Israel” played to a capacity
crowd.

In starring roles were Bernie
LeVine and Etta Cohen as Mr. and
Mrs. Solomon. Also in the produc-
tion were Ida Bercutt, Isadore
Rabkin, Moses Kornfeld, Lena
Raschall, Rosa Segal, Lena Manes,
Esther Kravitz, Anna Miller, Sam
Kaufman, Meyer Birnbaum and
George Ludman.

Sam Markowitz played a violin

solo and Joseph Kornfeld recited
“Al Hanism” in both the Hebrew
and English.

B’nai Emunah members headed
up the Hebrew Mutual Loan Asso-
ciation at this point, its president
being Robert A. Stekoll. Others
were M. Bercutt and J. Albert, vice-
presidents; L. Krasner, treasurer;
Samuel Cheifetz and Harry Rabino-
witz, secretaries.

This loan association did an out-
standing service in aiding Jewish

HARRY ROBINOWITZ

men who were going into new busi-
ness in Tulsa. Memberships were
sold for one hundred dollars, and
any member could borrow up to
five hundred dollars from the “Bank?”
Six percent interest was charged,
and the profits of this organization
were later used to finance the Jewish
Institute, a social and cultural meet-
ing center. (See 1922) In 1929, the
Mutual Aid Bank would collapse
and the Hebrew Free Loan Society
would arise to take its place under
David Travis, president, and H. P.
Taubman, vice-president.
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PIONEER B’NAI EMUNAH family. It includes Shermans, Cohens, Margolins and others.

DR. BERNARD D. REVEL
Early Tulsan, and his son. Dr. Revel later

became the first president of famed Yeshiva
University in New York.
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A mass meeting in the High
School auditorium protested the
massacres of Russian Jews. Emile
Offenbacher, B’'nai Emunah presi-
dent, presided and among the
speakers were the Tulsa city attor-
ney, Rabbi Latz of Temple Israel,
the Rev. Drs. Abel and Barton,
the Superintendent of Tulsa schools
and Rabbi Morris Teller.

These new members were added
since 1918:

M. Bloom, M. Y. Blumenfeld,
Julius Cytron, M. G. Cohen, N. J.
Cohen, Robert Feldman, Mark Fin-
ston, Joe Freed, H. Gore, N.
Greenberg, I. Herdan.

Mrs. Simon Jankowsky, 1. Jarus,
M.Jarmuth,L.Josslowitz, F. Kravitz,
1. Leebove, S. Levine, A.E. Lewis,
J. Ludman, J. Manes, Alec Marko-
witz, J. Markowitz, Abe Minsky,
J. W. Morris, S. Morrison.

S. Novack, Louis Plost, Dr. B.
Revel, J. L. Rivkin, I. Rosen, J.
Rosenberg, D. Rubin, George Rud-
man, Simon Selinger, Jacob Sher-
man, B. Travis, I. R. Travis, L.
Travis, A. S. Viner, M. Wasserman,
J. Weinstein, M. Zarrow and J.
Zeligson.

Marion Travis came back into
office as the president in 1920.
Alfred Aaronson was named vice-
president, R. A. Stekoll and Abe
Abend were re-elected to another
year’s term as treasurer and secre-
tary. The membership of the Syna-
gogue now numbered 120; popula-
tion of the city of Tulsa was about
72,000.

When B’nai Emunah Sisterhood
started its year at a Sunday meeting
called by Mrs. Sam Travis at the
Synagogue the presidency was given
to Mrs. Max Travis. Mrs. Sam
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Travis became chairman of the
religious school committee; Mrs.
M. Bercutt was appointed chairman
of the Propaganda committee; Mrs.
L. Krasner, chairman of the mem-
bership group: and Mrs. J.K. Living-
ston, chairman of the House
committee.

MRS. MAX TRAVIS
President of Sisterhood
1920 to 1921

A Talmud Torah report indicated
an increase in enrollment of 20
students and average attendance
now stood at 65. The ladies of the
congregation decided to host a pic-
nic for the children of the Hebrew
School on June 7 at Sand Springs
park. Pupils were to meet at 12:30
at Sand Springs Railway station at
Main and Archer streets.

All were also reminded that Mr.
Livingston was conducting his morn-
ing Talmud class at 7 a.m. studying
the tractate “Bovo Metzea?

Formation of a Tulsa High School
Jewish Girls’ club was held in April.
President of the group was Rose
Lack. Other charter officers in-
cluded Mary Novack, Etta Cohen,
Irma Ravitz, Lena Manes. Their
director was Miss Lena Seltner and
Rabbi Teller, their advisor.

Other members were Ida Bercutt,
Dora Goldstein, Dorothy Herdan,
Esther Herskowitz, Gladys Hersko-
witz, Fannie Kessler, Sarah Kessler,
Lena Raschall, Frieda Siegel, Pearl
Sherman and Ann Weinstein.

In May, a group striving to create
a Jewish Institute held a dance at

the Elks Club hall, coupled with a
concert. Cantor Pincus Jassinowsky
sang, accompanied by Julius Travis.
Others in the concert were Adine
Travis and Ella Ruby.

The Talmud Torah’s Purim play
was coupled with an Oratory con-
test and also preceded by addresses
by Hyman Appleman, Nathan Liv-
ingston and President Offenbacher.
The event was held in the Central
High School auditorium. Playing
Ahasuerus was Bernie Levine while
Rose Lack portrayed Queen Esther.
Ida Bercutt was Vashti, Max Cohen
was Mordecai and Leo Selinger was
the evil Haman.

Costumes and sets were created,
and the play directed by the mes-
dames S.R. Travis, Max Travis, B.
Travis, M. Himelstein and B. Revel.

MRS. M. HIMELSTEIN

In the speech competition that
evening the first prize of $10 went
to Reuben Kaufman who spoke on
“The Jew’s Love of Knowledge”;
$5 second prize was won by David
Bernbaum who spoke on “Jewish
Contribution to the Allies’ Tri-
umph”; and third prize of $2 went
to Joseph Tee who addressed the
audience on “Accomplishments of
the Jews”

As the High Holydays neared, all
students in the congregation were
advised that “according to arrange-
ments made by Rabbi Morris Teller
with Supt. Oberholtzer and Prof.
Prunty, principal of the High School,
Jewish students will not lose their

chance of promotion merely because
of their absence from school on
Jewish holidays; such absence will
be excused. It is stipulated, how-
ever, that the Jewish pupils are to
attend some place of worship if
they would be excused from attend-
ing school on those days”

A group of 60 promoting the Jew-
ish Institute met at the Chamber of
Commerce auditorium. It was at
this October meeting that the Insti-
tute was officially formed, a consti-
tution drawn, and Robert Stekoll
elected as its chairman. Also this
night the group decided to buy the
lot for the future structure for $5000.

Chevra Kadisha Day was ob-
served in December as the group
conducted services in the morning at
the Synagogue and then moved to
Beth Raphael cemetary for a spe-
cial service. That evening all mem-
bers met at Rev. Himelstein’s home
for a dinner.

President Warren Harding named
Emile Offenbacher to head the
drive in Tulsa for collection of
money for helpless children of
Europe; those who were war refu-
gees and those suffering from Rus-
sian pogroms.

Still another new organization
started: “The Tulsa High School
Jewish Boys Club? Officers included
Reuben Kaufman, president; Bernie
LeVine, vice-president; Max Gold-
stein, secretary; Moses Kornfeld,
treasurer; and Ted Gore, custodian.

A remodeling program was com-
pleted during the year with a new
wooden floor replacing the old
cement floor in the basement vestry
rooms. The walls were paneled and
repainted. All Jewish organizations
in the city had been given permis-
sion to use the facilities.
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Facilities at the Cheyenne Syna-
gogue were viewed as unsatisfactory
for the Religious and Hebrew School
this year. Mrs. L. E. Z. Aaronson
stated that the main goal “of the
Sisterhood is to build a Jewish cen-
ter in which to house” these two
schools.

The attendance at the Sunday
Religious School and the Talmud
Torah rose to 70 children. They
were receiving instruction in He-
brew, Jewish history, religion and
ethics. The schools remained under
the supervision of Rabbi Teller and
his assistant D. Stern.

An article submitted to the Mes-
senger in April stated: “Officers of
Jewish Communal organizations
would appreciate it if men and
women of our community who wish
to speak with them would refrain
from calling them at meal times. Do
not call between 11:30 and 1:30
p.m. or between 6 and 7:30 in the
evening’

Thenewslate of leaders elected by
the congregation were: President,
Marion Travis; Vice-President,
Jacob Beren; Treasurer, R. A.
Stekoll; Secretary, Abe Abend; and
Gabbai, N. C. Livingston.

Trustees elected were: D. Feen-
berg, Jesse Finston, F. Kravetz, S.
Lack, M. Lebow and J. M. Stekoll.
This marked the first of many years
that Robert and J. M. Stekoll would
serve as leaders of B'nai Emunah
simultaneously.

The Sisterhood went through a
re-organization at this time with
Mrs. Bernard Douglis named presi-
dent. In June, Mrs. Max Travis was
in charge of the picnic for Talmud
Torah which Sisterhood sponsored.
Articles in the Messenger for this
year note that it was becoming a
habit for Mrs. Travis to head this
function.

THE INSTITUTE BECOMES
A REALITY IN 1922

What an eventful year for B’nai
Emunah! The Jewish Institute at
627 North Main was built and served
for a few years as a Community
Center . . . the Sisterhood began to
assume more and more elements of
leadership in the Congregation. ..
and one group of members decided
to leave the Synagogue and form
its own congregation!

The Sisterhood began its 1922-23
year with 84 paid members. Its of-
ficers were: President, Mrs. Bernard
Douglis; vice-president, Hedwig
Jankowsky; recording secretary,
Mrs. C. H. Lebow; corresponding
secretary, Mrs. J. Feenberg; and
treasurer, Mrs. M. Lebow.

Sisterhood’s goals were explained
in an article by its president, Mrs.
Douglis. It noted that the group’s
membership had grown from 24 to
84.

Her remarks showed that Sister-
hood had purchased a piano, was
supporting the Hebrew School by
providing refreshments and chap-
erons for events, and sponsored
social affairs.

But paramount in its goals was
“breaking up the harem, re-
introducing husbands and wives”
by stopping the practice of men
and women segregating themselves
from each other when they got to-
gether at homes or at dances.

Robert Feldman conceived the
idea that if the Hebrew Mutual Loan
Association could advance the Jew-
ish Institute pioneers $2,000, its
building could be started. The idea
was accepted and the structure was
completed that year.

Its first president on completion
was Mr. Feldman. Serving as his
vice-president was Sam Boorstin
and as secretary-treasurer, C. H.
Lebow. The building committee
that helped realize the project in-
cluded Abe Abendand M. Liberman.

First directors were Abe Brodsky,
H. Dreyfus, Bernard Douglis, H.
Epstein, LouisKrasner, W.J. Levine,
Dr. M. B. Lhevine, J. Markowitz,
R. A. Stekoll, A. Terry and Mrs.
Emil Solomon.

ROBERT A. FELDMAN

The B'nai Emunah Sisterhood
announced immediately that it
would use the Institute for most
of its meetings and luncheons.

The Talmud Torah, which had
been meeting in the basement rooms
of the Synagogue, also moved to
the larger and better ventilated
quarters in the Institute. It re-
mained there, under the lay leader-
ship of Mr. Feldman, J. H. Bloch,
Jake Fell and Abe Abend, until
1930 when financial difficulties made
it necessary to close the Institute.

“The Mother of the North Side?
Mrs. Ben Rosenfield, arrived this
year from Rumania. Her home in
Tulsa during the twenties and early
1930’s became a gathering place
for newly arrived immigrants and
for B’nai Emunah friends from the
entire city.

During Passover, Nathan C. Liv-
ingston became our third president.
His fellow officers were Max Rubin,
vice-president; R. A. Stekoll, treas-
urer; and Abe Abend, secretary.
Trustees elected were Ben Bloch, J.
Cytrin, B. Douglis, H. Epstein,
Robert Feldman, and H. Hyden.
Max Liberman was principal of
the Tulsa Hebrew School.

Early in 1922, a secessionist group
of B’nai Emunah members left the
Congregation to form a new Ortho-
dox group in the city, named
Congregation Ohel Jacob.

Through a stormy period leading
to this event, those who departed
were critical of the interpretation
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JEWISH INSTITUTE

MRS. BEN ROSENFIELD
Her son Israel, left and Phillip

of Orthodoxy by B’nai Emunah and
believed in a more strict and closer
following of the tenets of Judaism.

They received their papers of
incorporation from the State of
Oklahoma on April 24. Those who
signed the application to the Sec-
retary of State making up the Board
of Directors were David R. Travis,
Sam Travis and Hyman Appleman.

Through the decade of the Twen-
ties, however, interpretations
changed, compromises were made,
and the dissident group rejoined
B'nai Emunah .. . until, in the late
1920’s, D. R. Travis, the leader of

NATHAN C. LIVINGSTON
President of Congregation
1922-1924

Congregation Ohel Jacob, would be
elected as president of B’nai
Emunah.

News of B’nai Emunah began to
appear in the Jewish Monitor, a
Ft. Worth publication. Rabbi Teller
was the reporter from Tulsa. How-
ever, in later years many Sisterhood
membersalso contributed, including
Mrs. Jack Gelfand, Mrs. Louis
Kahan and Mrs. Jack Wolfe.

In the December issue of the Ft.
Worth Monitor, Rabbi Teller began
carrying from five to ten questions
each issue for the readers in Tulsa
to answer.

One of the first was “Who are
the Dancing Jews?”

An article, devoted to the Insti-
tute, answered that query. It re-
vealed that B'nai Emunah members
weren’t adverse to joining many
social clubs and showing good
attendance at dances held in Tulsa
but would not come up with as good
a record in Synagogue attendance
or participation in official “shul”
organizations.

Rabbi Teller believed that those
Jews in Tulsa who were not affili-
ated with the Synagogue OR the
Temple were those for whom the
Institute would have the greatest
value. He wrote that “they will
drift away altogether from the
Jewish fold, by intermarriage or in
other ways” and the Institute could
be the answer.

The Theater Guild, at first a
“child” of the Sisterhood, was born.
The women sponsored and under-
wrote this group in its first year
but were not involved after that.

The Guild presented several plays
each year during the early and mid-
twenties, most of them at the Insti-
tute. It not only staged regular
dramas but had guest speakers from
the city to teach them.

One of their founders and prime
movers was Miss Fanny Friedman.

FANNY FRIEDMAN



Steve
Highlight

Steve
Highlight

Steve
Highlight


24

January was a busy month for the
Congregation. The Institute offi-
cially opened on January 24 with
a representative of the Governor
of Oklahoma in attendance. George
Watkins of the Tulsa Tribune spoke
as did Rabbi Teller, Rabbi Latz of
Temple Israel and Hyman Apple-
man, who spoke in Yiddish. There
were 500 persons in attendance.
The dedication ceremony was fol-
lowed by a dance with a five-piece
orchestra providing the music.

BESS FELL

SADIE KORNFELD
First President
Junior Sisterhood

B’nai Emunah Junior Sisterhood
was organized in January for girls
between the ages of ten to fifteen.
Their first meeting was held at the
home of Miss Bessie Fell, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Fell. At this
meeting Sadie Kornfeld was elected
president, Bessie Davis the vice-
president, and Helen Jacobs, secre-
tary. Sadie Brown was named
treasurer. The group began with
fourteen members.

The Synagogue held a Bialik fes-
tival at the Institute on January 31.
Acting as hosts were Mr. and Mrs.
J. M. Stekoll and Mr. and Mrs. R.
A. Stekoll. All present received
sacks of fruit from Palestine.

The evening began with a sump-
tuous banquet. Following this, Rabbi
Teller acted as toastmaster and the
group heard talks by M. Sandler,
M. Rosenberg, 1. Plost, Joe Davis,
Emile Offenbacher, J. M. Stekoll,
R. A. Stekoll and an M. Sugarman
of Kansas City.

The first late Friday night serv-
ices, then called “Assemblies) were
held at the Synagogue in January.
Bernard Douglis and David Schnay-
erson alternated as volunteer
chazonim. These services were initi-
ated by Rabbi Teller. The Sister-
hood, as its own project, attempted

RABBI DAVID SCHNAYERSON

to spur attendance and provided
the Oneg Shabbat refreshments at
the conclusion of each Assembly.

In the Question Box column of
the Jewish Monitor written by
Rabbi Teller, these three questions
appeared:

“Why do you expect Messrs. Feld-
man, Lebow and Douglis to bear
the entire financial burden of the
Institute? Messrs. Davis and Selinger
of the Talmud Torah?”

“Why will the Jew who goes into
a restaurant with his non-Jewish
friend order “pork} while his non-
Jewish friend, out of respect for the
Jew, orders beef?”

“Why do our young folks adopt
Greek letter names when they could
just as well have Hebrew lettered
names that are just as mysterious?”

A Siyum Hatorah celebrated in
February was for a Torah procuted
in Europe by the Stekoll brothers.

The order of events included
Mincha by Rev. Himelstein and
Congregation; addresses by Rabbi
Teller, N. C. Livingston and M.
Liberman.

Hagbah and geleeloh were per-
formed by S. Judelow and M. Sand-
ler. Jacob Skuy opened the Ark
and Hakofos were by M. Travis,
Joe Davis, Emile Offenbacher, M.
Roberts and J. M. Stekoll.

Replacing of the scrolls into the

Ark was accomplished by F. Dia-
mond, Abe Dritch, L. Stekoll, Jake
Fell, A. Freed and H. Stekoll.

The Tulsa Federation of Jewish
Charities issued its second annual
report. It listed the names of many
B’nai Emunah members who were
active in this organization:

President, Emile Offenbacher;
vice-president, Julius Livingston;
Advisory Board members included
Rabbi Teller; and on the Board
were Mrs. L. Aaronson, Mrs. B.
Douglis, L. Krasner, A. J. Lewis,
Mrs. J. Markowitz, Mrs. B. Revel,
S. Selinger, Robert A. Stekoll and
Mrs. Max Travis. They collected
$2352 this year and had a budget
of $1723.

In February the Sisterhood in-
vited the Temple Israel Sisterhood,
the Council of Jewish Women and
Hadassah to join them in giving a
community ball at the Institute.
The Sisterhood pledged to donate
the use of the hall and contribute
its share for the band and
decorations.

Probably one of the reasons that
Rabbi Teller had made his earlier
remark about “Greek letter clubs”
was the formation about that time
of a Jewish boys club at the Syna-
gogue called Pi Alpha Gamma
for boys 15 years old and over.
This group started its calendar with
a February dance.

Meantime, the Junior Sisterhood
held two meetings during February
at the homes of Jennie Diamond
and Roseline Nadel.
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MR. AND MRS. BEN WATT

The Sisterhood began the spon-
sorship of the B'nai Emunah Forum.
David Schanyerson gave an excel-
lent presentation on “Moses”;
Rabbi Teller had started it off with
his speech entitled ‘“Abraham
Lincoln; the 100% American”

Helping with the costuming and
staging for the Talmud Torah’s
Purim play were the Misses Fried-
man and Watelsky, Mrs. Watelsky
and Mrs. Leebove.

The March 9 issue of the Moni-
tornoted that “Mr. Gershon Fenster,
who had arrived from Europe re-
cently, while on a visit to Tulsa
with his cousins, the Blochs, spoke
at the Synagogue and impressed the
congregation with his effective ad-
dress on the subject, ‘The Modern
Hamans’ He later addressed the
Jewish National Workers Alliance
and his talks were well taken”

Myer Rabinowitz, who distin-
guished himself as an actor in the
Talmud Torah’s Purim play, also
sold more tickets than anyone else
in school. Bennie Reedman also
succeeded in selling a large number.

The boys social club, Pi Alpha
Gamma, elected Sam Diamond as
its president. Then followed an-
other flurry of new club organiza-
tions: the Sigma Chavrisa club for
young women (Pearl Gordon, secre-
tary) made a $10 contribution to
the Talmud Torah in one of its
early actions; and several B’nai
Emunah men joined the Kroviem

club which started its calendar with
a dance at the Hotel Tulsa.

N. C. Livingston was re-elected
Synagogue president in March. As
his officersR. A. Stekoll was elected
vice-president; J. H. Bloch, secre-
tary and J. M. Stekoll, treasurer.
Trustees were Bernard Douglis,
Louis Friedman, Harry Gore, C. H.
Lebow, Emile Offenbacher and
Sam Sitrin.

Officers for the Sisterhood who
would serve 1923-24 were Mrs. C.
H. Lebow, president; Mrs. J. Feen-
berg, vice-president; Mrs. A. Smith,
secretary; Mrs. S. Rips, correspond-
ing secretary; and Mrs. M. Lebow,

treasurer.

RS. C. H. LEBOW
President of Sisterhood
1923-1925

The following were elected to
head Junior Sisterhood for the same
period: Helen Greenberg, president;
Sadie Brown, vice-president; Ger-
trude Miller, secretary; and Bessie
Davis, treasurer.

Because there were too many
large fund-raising affairs held during
the year, a committee met on May
10 at the Old Stile Sweet Shoppe
to discuss the problem.

This group consisted of Mrs. Ber-
nard Douglis, Mrs. Solomon of the
Council of Jewish Women and the
two Tulsa rabbis.

They discussed the idea of having
all organizations at the beginning
of the year agree to hold only one
big money-raising affair, but “let
it be well attended, drawing patron-
age from the entire community?’

The Sisterhood held an outdoor
social at Owen Park on June 6 with
each family asked to bring its own
food. The men were to join the
women and the children as they got
off from work later in the afternoon.

It was then a custom for those
attending a Briss Milah to give con-
tributions to the Talmud Torah.
The largest total to this date was
$116 contributed at the Briss of
Melvin Dan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Sol Dan.

In its first two years the Sister-
hood amassed an enviable record
that Sisterhoods in later years were
to try to match. They purchased
a $390 piano for the congregation,
gave 5600 to the Talmud Torah,
$250 to help pay off the Synagogue
debt, put on the first annual Syna-
gogue membership drive, began the
open forums that drew bigger aud-
iences each time, and helped make
the Friday night Assemblies a

success.

V. S. D. AARONSON

The Talmud discussions contin-
ued through the summer with N. C.
Livingston assisted by V. S. D.
Aaronson at various times. They
expounded the week’s Sedra on
Shabbos, between Mincha and
Maariv. Symbolic of the Talmud
scholars of whom B'nai Emunah
could boast stood Mr. Aaronson.
Before his arrival in Tulsa, he had
written a weekly column for the
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Jewish Standard in Brooklyn, under
the pen-name “Ben-Aaron” or “son
of Aaron”...Aaronson. He had
translated the Laws of Israel, a 3-
volume Hebrew text, into English.

Bernard Bloch was a dues collec-
tor for the congregation in the early
Twenties, going from door to door
to get the $6.25 every three months,
when minimum dues were $25 a
year. He went to each merchant
at his place of business as well as
to the homes of members.

The Religious School opened in
October at the Institute, for boys
and girls from six to sixteen. Some
of the volunteer teachers were Mi.
Liberman, Mr.Fenster,C. H. Lebow,
Ben and Jacob Putter, and Miss
Rose Lack. Musical instructor was
David Schnayerson.

BEN PUTTER

Two B’nai Emunah members
opened a fine open air motion pic-
ture place at 5th and Detroit, down-
town. Mr. A. Rabkin and Abe
Stekoll called their theater the
“Moonlight” and offered plenty of
parking space. The best photoplays
were booked and they offered two
shows a night, at 7:45 and at 9:15.

A special memorial service was
held at the Synagogue in early
August following the death of U. S.
President Warren G. Harding.
Rabbi Teller also participated in
a large union service in memory
of President Harding at Convention
Hall along with Mayor Newblock

and all the city commissioners. Over
3,000 attended.

As the High Holydays neared,
the committee for the rental of
seats announced they would meet,
as usual, from 10 until midnight
at Slichos and then from 10 in the
morning until noon on the following
two Sundays.

In autumn, a new B’nai Emunah
sewing club was formed in the
home of Mrs. Jay Kornfeld...As
Sisterhood President Mrs. Bernard
Douglis presided, Mr. M. Turner
read a paper on “Max Nordau and
the Future of the Jewish People”
...Rabbi Teller was named to rep-
resent Tulsa at the annual American
Jewish Congress meeting to be held
in October in either Washington
or Philadelphia.

THE NEW AND THE OLD
OF 1924

A recent arrival quickly assumed
a leadership role...another new-
comer immediately immersed him-
self in Synagogue activity...and
an “old-timer” left the scene.

Gershon Fenster, who had moved
to Tulsa from Okmulgee only a
year or two before, gathered fifty
men and women together and
formed the first local chapter of
the Zionist Organization of Ameri-
ca. In coming years, in addition to
promoting Jewish education for
adults, he was instrumental in bring-
ing a finer appreciation of art and
music to the general citizenry of the
community.

GERSHON FENSTER

Mr. Fenster served as an inspira-
tion in the Talmud Torah, helping
to establish its fine image in the
community.

Barton Kahn came to Tulsa in
the middle of 1924 and immediately
affiliated himself with the B’nai
Emunah Sunday Religious School
and Hebrew School and all other
community activities. With the ex-
ception of two years which he spent
in Israel, Kahn lived in Tulsa until
1942 when he moved to Oklahoma
City.

BARTON KAHN

Students of the B'nai Emunah
schools from the middle twenties
until World War II will remember
his patient teaching of Hebrew and
Yiddish melodies to them through-
out the years.

Late in the same day that a Sun-
day School picnic was held at Max
Meyers farm in Sapulpa, the Rev.
M. Himelstein passed away. In the
sixteen years that he served Tulsa
Jewry he had been in the forefront
of those who helped build and
strengthen Orthodox Jewry.

Soon afterward the Chevra Kad-
isha group, in establishing a
memorial fund in his name, com-
mented to the Jewish population
of Tulsa:

“..our community sustained a
great loss. He was respected and
his qualities were admired by all
with whom he came into contact.

“...this memorial will be a suit-
able manifestation of the high es-
teem in which the late Rev. Himel-
stein was held by all Jews of Tulsa”




BERNARD M. BLOCH
President of Talmud Torah
1924

Bernard M. Bloch headed the
Talmud Torah. Serving with him
were vice-presidents Robert Feld-
man, Ben Watt and Mrs. Jacob Skuy.
J. H. Bloch was secretary and Jo-
seph Davis, treasurer. On the
Talmud Torah board were V. S. D.
Aaronson, H. Gore, N. C. Living-
ston, Sam Rips, Sam Sitrin and the
Mesdames Joseph Davis, Phil Gor-
don, C. H. Lebow and Ben Watt.

Instructors for the school were
Gershon Fenster and M. Stekoll,
with M. Liberman, principal.

Religious School teachers in-
cluded Mrs. 1. Bernstein and Mrs.
A. S. Rips, with classes in full swing
at the Jewish Institute.

Under the auspices of the Dr.
Theodore Herzl branch of the Jew-
ish National Workers Alliance, the
children celebrated Jewish Arbor
Day at the Jewish Institute. Adults
joined in and it became a giant
affair filling the hall.

In January, the Tulsa Tribune
nominated Rabbi Teller to its Hall
of Fame. “He is known throughout
the U.S. for his unusual sermons
which are modern in tendency?
the Tribune said.

Sisterhood’s Eleventh Hour study
group of the 1960’s is apparently
a “sequel” to that of 1924 when
Rabbi Teller began such an idea
one hour before their luncheon
meeting in February. The women
hoped to continue the practice each
month thereafter.

J. H. BLOCH
President of Congregation
1924-1925

Annual elections brought J. H.
Bloch to the presidency, taking
over from N. C. Livingston. He also
served simultaneously as secretary
of the Congregation.

Robert Stekoll and J. M. Stekol]
continued as vice-president and
treasurer. New Board members
elected were Bernard Douglis, Jack
Gelfand, Sam Miller, Simon Selin-
ger, Ben Watt and Barney Travis.
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As the 1924-25 year ended, Con-
gregation president J. H. Bloch and
his officers and board issued a
printed year-end report of “our
congregation’s financial standing
and a record of what each member
did to help carry the financial
burden..”

These officials had also hired an
S. Katzenellenbogen as acting Sho-
chet and Mohel when Rev. Himel-
stein passed away during the previ-
ous year.

Max Bankoff recalls Rev. Katze-
nellenbogen with his white beard
when he lived at 11th and Cheyenne.
“A very fine old man? Mr. Bankoff
notes. “He used to come into my
grocery store and offer to kill the
chickens for nothing . .. his interest
being, all the time that he was here,
to see that as many of B'nai Emunah
aspossible, would observe kashruth”

Their report showed that the
Congregation had reached a total
of 144 members by April 1... that
the Sisterhood had pledged to pay
the Congregation nearly $2000 over
a four year period and had made
the first payment during that year. ...
that the minimum dues was $25 per
year...that the highest dues pledged
by any one person was $200
(pledged by two individuals) . . . and
that an organization called the
Utopia Club had also paid $25 into
the membership fund. .

It also showed that almost ex-
actly 50% of the membership paid
the minimum $25 dues and that the
congregation closed out the year
in April, 1925, with members owing
$4300 — representing dues, tickets
for High Holydays and other
donations.

David R. Travis, one of the found-
ers of the Congregation, was elected
to the office of President of B'nai
Emunah at the Passover congrega-
tional meeting.

Saul Sandler was engaged as a
teacher in the Talmud Torah to
assist Mr. Gershon Fenster,
principal-instructor. J. H. Bloch,
then president of the school, served
with vice-presidents Ben Bloch,
Ben Watt, Mrs. C. H. Lebow and
Mrs. Jacob Skuy.

Their secretaries were Mrs. J.
Feenberg and Simon Selinger; the

DAVID R. TRAVIS
President of Congregation
1925 to 1928; 1929 to 1932
President of Talmud Torah
1925 to 1926

treasurer was Mrs. Phil Gordon.
Talmud Torah directors included
Robert Feldman, Harry Mizel, Hen-
ry Rozen, Sam Rips, Sam Sitrin and
the Mesdames J. Bernstein and W.
J. Levine.

In 1925, Morris Teller accepted
a call to become rabbi of Congre-
gation B'nai Bezalel in Chicago.
One of his last duties was to offici-
ate at the wedding of Miriam
Ludman and Selig Aaronson.

IN CENTER SEAT of this exciting looking
automobile of the 20s sit Selig and Mim
Aaronson.

Rabbi Teller left Tulsa on Decem-
ber 30. Later he became spiritual
leader of Southside Hebrew Con-
gregation in Chicago. During recent
years he received a Master of
Hebrew Letters degree and an hon-
orary Doctor of Divinity degree.

B’nai Emunah was now without a
spiritual leader for a year and a
half. interviewing candidates for
its pulpit until 1927.

Rabbi Teller was asked to remi-
nisce with us and tell of his nine
years with B'nai Emunah. The fol-
lowing are excerpts from the article
which he sent us:

Dr. Cyrus Adler, pres-
ident of Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary of
America, hinted to me
that I was coming to a
congregation that was
not homogeneous in re-
ligious views. He hoped

RABBI
that with my tradition- MORRIS TELLER

alism and my tactful- In 1966

ness 1 would overcome the disunity that
I might find in Tulsa and that, despite
my seminary training, even those who would
have preferred a Yeshiva-trained rabbi
would respect me since in my religious
conduct I was virtually orthodox. Even within
the ultra-orthodox group there were gradua-
tions of 100 proof, 90 proof, 80 proof. For
example, Emile Offenbacher became presi-
dent of my Congregation, although he was
of the Frankfurt-am-Main strictly orthodox
school.

My real sponsors were Marion Travis and
the Aaronson family and the bulk of the
non-reform Jewish community of Tulsa. The
so-called “radical” Jews of the Jewish Na-
tional Workers” Alliance whom I befriended,
rallied around me. The ultra-pious Jews
tolerated me as a rabbi, and showed their
personal regard and affection for me; but
they were displeased with some of the “in-
novations” I introduced, such as late Friday
night services, reading the opening-of-the-
Ark prayer in English, having cards printed
and distributed to the audience, as they
came into the Synagogue for the late Friday
night services, the cards giving an English
transliteration of the Hebrew zemiros.

When I came to Tulsa, the Rev. M. Himel-
stein was virtually the religious leader of
the Congregation. He was the shochet, the
mohel and the cantor. Since the extremists
were in the Congregation and wielded some
power over Rev. Himelstein as the shochet,
they forbade him to officiate as cantor at
the late Friday night service, which they
regarded as a bootleg — illegitimate service.

I turned to a layman who had a pleasant
voice, Levine by name, who was of the “radi-
cal” Farband group, and who enjoyed
officiating on Friday night.

Now. to reminisce about the Rev. Himel-
stein ... 1 tried and, in a short while, I suc-
ceeded to convince him that by working
together harmoniously we could both build
the community as friendly co-workers.

We really soon learned to understand,
respect and even love each other. His was
a lovable personality. He had a good sense
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of humor, with dignity and charm, and he
possessed Jewish learning that enabled him
to answer ritual questions.

When the extremists insisted upon foisting
an additional Shochet upon the Jewish com.
munity because of a technical requirement
that a town should have two Shochetim to
check on each other, I favored Rev. Himel-
stein and argued that if his piety is questioned
at all, an additional Shochet would not help
the Congregation and if he is trustworthy,
there is no need for an additional Shochet.

This incident prompted the extremists
to start their own minyan in one of thejr
homes. They took with them the additional
Shochet that they had brought from Denver.
Our congregation kept Rev.-Himelstein. The
irony was that since each Shochet worked
by himself, the ultra-pious Jews had only
one Shochet instead of following the tech-
nical requirement!

Coming to Tulsa unmarried, I was fortu-
nate to get as my hosts the Joe and Celia
Davis family, and more gracious hosts I could
not wish for. They wanted no pay from me.
But I felt that they should accept a token,
since [ did not want to be a free boarder and
lodger. So we agreed on $6 a week. My salary
at the beginning was $1500 a year. When a
year passed and I was offered an increase
of $500 a year, I told the officers that since
[ am single and my cost of living is low, I
do not need the increase.

I enjoyed the Yiddish-speaking meetings,
especially the learned Yiddish lectures of
Gershon Fenster, who became the head of
my Hebrew School teaching staff and later
went into business and, as I learned, became
phenomenally successful.

Saturday night was card-playing night in
Tulsa. When Slichos came, Rev. Himelstein
would go to the homes where he knew the
game was in full swing about a half-hour
before the time for Slichos. He would ring
the bell and announce in Yiddish: “Yiden,
shtayt oif tsu Slichos”” (Jews, get up for
Slichos!)

But understanding and good-natured as
he was, he would give them a second chance
and after about half-an-hour, he would make
his second and final announcement. The
winners and losers, the stakes being quite
high, appeared at the Slichos services and,
afterwards, they would return to the game.
Then, we had playing and praying alternately.

The Tulsa Reform Temple lost its Rabbi.
Some of my best friends in Tulsa were mem-
bers of the Reform Temple. One day I was
visited by members of the Dreyfus-Kahn
families, who offered me the following
proposition:

Since socially the members of my Congre-
gation and the Temple were friendly and I
had so many friends in the Reform Temple,
why could we not have a sort of Ecumenical
Judaism in Tulsa, both congregations making
some concessions and I would become the
Rabbi of the United Congregation!

The members of the Reform Temple
would be willing to wear yarmulkes at the
services, the wearing of talaysim by the lay-
men could be optional, the traditional
prayerbook might displace the Union Prayer-

book, but there should be more English
prayers and less Hebrew prayers used in the
combined service. Of course, my salary
would be almost doubled. If I were a “left-
wing” conservative rabbi, I would have been
gratified with such an offer, even if they
did insist on playing the organ at the serv-
ices; but as a “right-wing” conservative, I
could not accept the gracious offer of the
leaders of the Reform Temple.

A double tragedy struck B'nai
Emunah in March. Rev. Samuel
Katzenellenbogen passed away of
pneumonia at the age of seventy.
The next day, suffering from the
same illness, his widow died. Both

Walked Together Nearly 50
Years; Go on Together

Rabbi 8. Katzenellenbogen and his. wife, Dorby, who are to sleep side
by side in the cemetery here, following their deaths only one day apart,
of pneumonia. The rabbi was huried Friday. The funeral service of the
wife is to take place Monday morning,

For nearly 50 years Rabbi S. Kat-| . . .
zenellenhogen, 921 S. Cheyenne av.,| Tulsa and surrounding towns ig in
d his devoted wife, Dorby, walked | Mourning, it was said Saturday. As
''fe’'s highway togetner, 1ean-| @ mark of highest respect and in

ays on each other and con-

- always to service for their
I'riday afternoon the aged

21 was buried at Rose Till cem-
Ay Monday noon the silver-
haired wife will be placed beside him

in death, as she had always been |

in lite.

Rabbi Katzenellenbogen died of
bneumonia, after a Drief illness.
Just 20 hours later his wife suc-
cumbed to the same disease with-
out knowing he had gone, although
she knew of his illness and had
hoped to die if he did. Their daugh-
ter is in a serious condition from a
surgical operation at Little Roock.
L. Sigel, theli: son-in-law, here Visit-
in them, is dlso suffering from
n onia,

entire: Jewish  ‘mmunity of

recognition of her great devoutness,
the body of Mrs, Katznellenbogen
will be allowed to repose in the syn-
agogy= during the funeral service,
conlrary to the usual custom, those
ir charge of the services stated.
The service will be at 11:30, Mon-
day morning, at B'Nai Emunah
Synagogue, of which her husband
was rabbi. Rabbi Kanter of Kan-
sas City will assist, Mrs. C. H. TLe-
bow, president of B'Nal Emunah sis-
terhood, has asked that all mem-
bers of the sisterhood be present in
a body while the same request has
been made by J. H. Bloch, chair-
man of the board of trustees of all

members of the synag' Al

Jewish people will atten

Reprinted from a March, 1926 issue of Tulsa Daily World.
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rest in Rose Hill cemetery. Rev.
Katzenellenbogen had served Tulsa
as a mohel and shochet.

His replacement, a man who
would endear himself to every Tul-
san with whom he came in contact,
was born in 1883 in Russian terri-
tory near the state of Grodna.

He was Rev. M. Tofilovsky, later
“Tofield” A cantor in five Euro-
pean cities, including Minsk, one

ISADORE NADEL
President of Talmud Torah
President of Hebrew School

1926-1947

MRS. JACK GELFAND
President of Sisterhood

of Poland’s largest cities, he had
been a student at the Yeshiva at
Pinsk, Poland at the same time
that Chaim Weizman attended a
University there.

He illuminated the B’nai Emunah
scene in 1926 when named the
mohel, shochet and cantor of our
Congregation in its eleventh year.

The Tulsa Hebrew School, as we
know it today in 1966, had its offi-

cial beginnings in 1926, taking over
from the original Talmud Torah.
Isadore Nadel, one of its founders,
was to become its president, serving
into the late Forties.

The B’nai Emunah Religious
School also went through a reorgan-
ization during the Sisterhood presi-
dency of Mrs. Jack Gelfand. It was
at this time that the women’s arm
of the Congregation took over of-

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE TRAVIS

o , i

DANCE AT THE INSTITUTE. Some of those in attendance were Elmer Novak, Rose Esther

and Morris Zeligson; Mel, Lester, “Big Lester)’ Helen and Hannah Greenberg; Sam Diamond,
Jay Kornfeld, Dorothy Appleman, Emil Turk, Morris Himelstein, Rae Stekoll, Bernie Levine,
Charles Miller and Sam May. Don’t you know the others?
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ficial sponsorship of this school.

Mrs. Max Travis was the Religious
School’s first superintendent and
classes were then held at the Jewish
Institute. Gershon Fenster headed
the curriculum and program depart-
ment. Succeeding Mrs. Max Travis
was Mrs. George Travis.

A public meeting in honor of the
first visit to America of Chaim
Nachman Bialik, the greatest He-
brew poet of the era, was held at
the Institute in February.

Open to the public, it was spon-
sored by the Tulsa Zionist District.
On the program, were William J.
Levine, singing some of Bialik’s
works set to music, and Gershon
Fenster, who addressed the full
house on “The Soul of Israel”

In November, the question of
engaging a new rabbi for the Con-
gregation was still a pressing issue.
President D. R. Travis named a
six-man committee to proceed with
receiving applications for the post.
They were Hyman Appleman, Jack
Gelfand, S. R. Travis, Joseph Davis,
Simon Selinger and D. R. Travis.

MRS. ABE KRASNE
President of Sisterhood
1927

DR. HARRY GREEN

NATHAN APPLEMAN

B'nai Emunah’s second rabbi
began his tenure in Tulsa with the
High Holyday services of 1927.

Rabbi Harry Epstein was elected
rabbi of the Congregation early
in the summer to succeed Rabbi
Morris Teller.

RABBI HARRY EPSTEIN
1927-28

Just 24 years of age, he was se-
lected from a list of ten who had
come to the city since the depar-
ture of Rabbi Teller in 1925.

Born in Latvia, he had been a
student at the University of Chicago
and had received his ordination
in Jerusalem the year before coming
to Tulsa.

David R. Travis was re-elected
President this year and his vice-
president was Herman P. Taubman:
J. M. Stekoll, treasurer; and Simon
Selinger, secretary. Newcomers to
the Board of Trustees were Dr.
Harry Green, Elmer Novak, Jake
Fell, Abe Freed, Abe Dritch, Leo
Selinger, V. S. D. Aaronson, Morris
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Handverker, Nathan Appleman,
George Travis and Julius Livingston.

This was one of the largest boards
yet named.

The annual picnic, originally
billed as one for the children, ac-
tually turned out to be a gigantic
party for all ages at Max Meyer’s .
farm.

“It is going to be the biggest
picnic ever staged by the Jews of
Tulsal the advance publicity said.
“People from fifty communities are
preparing to come. Invitations were
sent out to all Jews who are scat-
tered over the state”

At the picnic that day in June,
those who attended could dance,
eat barbeque, play bridge, swim,
boat; for the men “a large house
is provided to accommodate those
who smoke and play”...and for
the children “H. P. Taubman is ar-
ranging a party for all . . . ice cream,
cake and fruits will be served. This
party is given by Mr. Taubman on
the occasion of the birthday of
his son, Sol”

Also, in 1927, the Maccabean
Boys Club was busy under its presi-
dent Dave Lack.

1927 was the year Lindberg flew
to Paris solo in 33% hours. .. Henry
Ford publicly apologized for the
7 years of persecution his Dearborn
Independent had been waging
against Jews...the Scopes “Mon- o
key” trial on evolution was held in
Tennessee . ..and Saccoand Vanzet-
ti were executed in Massachusetts.

Also Jewish laborers in Petach
Tikvah, Palestine fought Arab work-
ers in the orange groves. .. A severe ©
Earthquake in Palestine killed 269
...but the year in that country was
overshadowed by the continuing L
depression. T

Impeachment proceedings S
against the Oklahoma governor
were dropped ... Supreme Court N
fixed the boundary between Texas
and Oklahoma.

51. J. M. Stekoll

52. Max Travis

53. Joe Kantor

54. 1. Oberlander
55. Unidentified

56. Mrs. Max Travis
57. Unidentified

58. Ben Watt

59. Hyman Dundee
60. Sam Moyen

42. Joe Freed
47. Mrs. Jacob Skuy
50. Mrs. J. M. Stekoll

48. Jacob Skuy

41. Dr. Harry Green
49. Joe Davis

43. Mrs. Joe Freed
44, Mrs. Joe Davis
45. Harry Freed

46. Robert Stekoll

32. Mrs. Naomi Skuy

33. Joe Freed
34. Louis Stekoll
35. Mrs. Elmer Novak

36. Elmer Novak

37. Mrs. Fred Skuy
39. Mrs. Abe Stekoll
40. Abe Stekoll

31. Sam Kantor
38. Unidentified

21. Unidentified

22. Morris Brown

23. Adolph Brown

24. Mrs. Morris Brown
25. Moses Sandler

26. Mrs. Moses Sandler
27. Mrs. Oscar Stavinsky
28. Oscar Stavinsky

29. Shirley Stavinsky

30. Mrs. Rose Kantor

13. Meyer (Mike) Dritch

14. Michael Green

15. Robert Green

16. Max Feldman

17. Mike Roberts

18. Mrs. Mike Roberts
19. Mrs. Harry Stekoll

12. Mrs. Abe Dritch
20. Harry Stekoll

11. Morris Dritch

5. Mrs. Charles Miller
6. Mrs. Robert Green
7. Mamie Feldman

8. Mrs. Sam Novack

9. Abe Dritch

1. Meyer Stekoll
2. Meyer Moran
10. Ezra Dritch

3. Art Arnold
4. Tillie Stekoll
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Throughout the United States
during the early nineteen hundreds,
Eastern European Jews had begun
to form little societies, “landsman-
schaften] consisting of those who
came from the same hamlet or town
or city.

In April of 1928, the Varklaner
Relief Society was organized with
Joseph Davis as its president.
George Roberts was elected to serve
as treasurer and Dr. Harry Green
as secretary.

The Society was a relief group,
devoting its efforts to aiding family
and friends of the Varklan region
who remained in Latvia. It spon-
sored numerous social events to
raise funds for this purpose.

It had more meaningful goals
as the terrible days of the 1930’s
and 40's approached. And late in
the 1930’s the Varklaners also found

ways to support the construction of
a new B'nai Emunah Center.

SANDERS TOFIELD

Underleadership of Rabbi Epstein
and Sanders Tofilovsky (Tofield),
our Junior Congregation was born.
Sanders was affiliated with B’nai
Emunah until 1930.

Although the students held their
own service as far back as 1923, the
group came up with its current
name in 1928.

April elections of the Congrega-
tion brought A. E. “Jeb” Lewis to
the top rank as president. Serving
as his vice-president was Joseph
Davis and as secretary, Max Travis.
J. M. Stekoll continued as treasurer.

A. E. “JEB"LEWIS
President of Congregation
1928 101929

The Board of Trustees included
Hyman Appleman, Michael Green,
M. Handverker, George Roberts
and Simon Selinger.

Religious School’s graduation
took place on a Sunday morning in
May. Graduates included Tieby
Davis, Roy Stein, Vera Appleman,
Meyer O. Dritch, Helen Turner,
Anna Freed, Meyer J. Dritch, Mil-
dred Lieberman, William Glazer
and Celia Livingston.

Mrs. Max Travis represented Sis-
terhood as she presented diplomas
to the class.

In July, Rabbi Epstein.announced
his resignation from the B’nai
Emunah pulpit. He accepted the
spiritual leadership of Ahavath Ac-
him Synagogue in Atlanta, Georgia.

MRS. PHIL GORDON
President of Sisterhood
1928-1931, 1933-1935

Today, in 1966, he is still the
Rabbi of that congregation. After
service in Tulsa he went on to re-
ceive his Bachelor of Arts degree,
a Masters and a Doctor of Philo-
sophy degree and a Doctorate of
Theology.

Here is how Rabbi Epstein re-
calls his years in Tulsa:

Because my tenure of
office with your con-
gregation was so brief,
my reminiscences of the
Tulsa ministry will per-
force be limited. The

lapse of more than »

37 years, after so short RABBI

a stay, has naturally HARRY EPSTEIN
blurred the images of In 1966

my recollections and somewhat dimmed
the impact of the experiences of the eleven
month period of my spiritual leadership in
your midst.

How pleasant it is to remember even at
this distance of the years that, upon return-
ing from a curtailed vacation in July, 1928,
to inform the Congregation of my having
accepted a mew post in Atlanta, Georgia,
my many friends not only expressed their
regrets but, as a gesture of their friendship
and their tribute, they persuaded Delta
Lodge, No. 425, A. F. & A. M. to convoke a
special session of the Lodge so that I may
be raised as a Master Mason before leaving —
an expression of genuine testimonial that
I can never forget.

There were at least two powerful and dis-
tinct factions struggling for supremacy here
and, at an early age in my rabbinical career,
I had to come to grips with and confront an
explosive situation that threatened to dis-
member the congregation.

The most disconcerting factor in the Con-
gregation was the affluence of some of its
leaders. So wealthy were a few of the chief
supporters of the Synagogue that they were
ready at any time to step in and, for the
sake of gaining control, willing to accept
the entire budget of the Congregation. Their
striving for leadership was matched by their
love for B'nai Emunah. But this posed a
serious threat to the democracy which is so
characteristic of a synagogue.

One afternoon, as I arrived for the Mincha
service, I was so stunned to find that there
already had been a fist-fight over who had
the authority to permit somebody to lead
the Service and that the one who had been
worsted in the fray was openly announcing
that he would organize a new congregation.

The apparent victor of the fisticuffs, how-
ever, assured me by saying, “Don’t worry,
rabbi, let him leave; I'll pay your salary out
of my own pocket” Happy to relate, no break
resulted from this altercation.

One of the functions that devolved upon
the Rabbi was to recruit a minyan period-
ically to stay up all night, when one or an-
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other of our members was drilling a well
for oil, and recite Tehilim for the success
of the drilling. Much to my sorrow I must
confess thatin the many times we so gathered
no well of oil came in and I consider this
impotency of our prayers to be one of the
failures of my administration.

On February 9, 1944, fifteen and a half
years after I had left, I was invited to be
the guest speaker at the Second Anniversary
Service and Dinner of B'nai Emunah. The
function was held in your new Synagogue
and what a transformation the Congregation
had undergone!

It was wonderful for me to have the oppor-
tunity to refresh old memories and renew
old acquaintances. The leadership in the
Congregation had radically changed in com-
plexion. Younger men and women were
taking a greater and more intensive interest
in congregational affairs and were active in
the conduct of both Synagogue and com-
munity projects. There was an aura of
growth and progress and continued develop-
ment, and the small, limited struggling B'nai
Emunah of years past faded from my mind
and a vigorous Congregation dedicated to
the strength and beauty of Jewish life took
its place.

On this milestone of your career as a ke-
hilla kedoshah may 1 say to you “God-
Speed” May you continue with your con-
certed determination to build a “bayit
ne-eman b’yisrael” a Congregation dedi-
cated to the continuity of our heritage and
unfaltering in your resolve to be an integral
part of its future.

SOCIALIZING UNTIL
MIDNIGHT IN 1929!

This year, in which the Great
Depression began, was a meager
year as to sources of information
about B'nai Emunah.

David R. Travis was elected once
again as our president . .. Mrs. Phil
Gordon headed the Sisterhood . ..
and Isadore Nadel, the Hebrew
School.

Draw a circle around the point
where North Main crosses the Frisco
tracks and you’ll encompass the
area where many of our members
in the 20’s lived and worked.

This “sort of community center”
was especially popular on Thursday
and Saturday nights as the bakery
and butcher shops, next door to
each other, stayed open to midnight.
Late shoppers prepared for the
Sabbath or stocked up for the com-
ing week.

The Tulsa Jewish Review, which
began publication during the fol-
lowing year, listed fourteen groups

active during 1929 in the commun-
ity. Three of them in which B’nai
Emunah members were extremely
energetic were the Jewish National
Workers’ Alliance headed by M. M.
Turner, the Pioneer Women, led
by Mrs. M. Turner, and the Junior
Hadassah, with Mrs. Jennie Kessler
as its president.

The Jewish Monitor of Ft. Worth
reported that a certain Rabbi Oscar
Z. Fasman was named by a Con-
gregation to conduct their High
Holyday services at a Synagogue in
that city.

£

JACOB SINGER

1930 COMMENCEMENT: Outside the
Jewish Institute where their graduation took
place are front row, left to right: first girl
unidentified, Frances Lieberman, Pauline
Finkel, Sol Taubman and Charles Dan. In
the back row, girl is unidentified, Israel
Cobhen, Sidney Selinger and Leonard Krasne.
Others in the class were Jean Bloch, Isadore
Gordon, Leo Markowitz, Ethel Plost, Earl
Schuman and Frieda Zackowitz.

Twenty-two year old Rabbi Oscar
Z. Fasman was named by the Con-
gregation as B’nai Emunah’s spir-
itual leader beginning with the Rosh
Hashanah service in September,
1930.

As the Synagogue’s third Rabbi,
Tulsans greeted a man who had re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree from
the University of Chicago in 1928
and his ordination from the Hebrew
Theological College in 1929.

AARON TOFIELD

A new face also appeared as a
staff member when Aaron Tofield
was placed in charge of the Junior
Congregation and began teaching
in both Hebrew and Sunday Re-
ligious Schools.

He later attended the Jewish The-
ological Seminary in New York and
became a rabbi subsequently serv-
ing in Oklahoma City.

Rabbi Tofield remembers the
days of the early thirties when Sun-
day School classes were at the Odd
Fellows Hall and Hebrew School
sessions were at the Institute.

“It is told that in the early days
of B’nai Emunah? he says, “it had
more millionaires than any other
congregation of its size. This fact
pales to insignificance when com-
pared to the fact that B'nai Emunah
had an outstanding number of
learned Jews in those days.

(O8]
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“Joining my father, of blessed
memory, in the Talmud study ses-
sions were Mr. Livingston, Mr.
Appleman, Rev. Gilula and Mr.
Singer, may they rest in peace.
Also one of the group, God grant
him long life, was Mr. 1. Nadel.
This is the group of fine Talmud
scholars which Rabbi Oscar Z.
Fasman found when he came to
Tulsa”

In 1930 financial difficulties made
it necessary to close the Institute.

The Hebrew School, late in the
year, had to move back to the Syna-
gogue. The Institute WAS used in
later years as a place for the North-
side High Holyday services.

A small expansion program was
completed at the Synagogue as the
Sisterhood annexed a modern
kitchen and enlarged the social
room at the Shul. It was through
the combined effort of the women
and the Chevra Kadisha that the
kitchen was built. This would en-
able the Chevra Kadisha to hold
its annual banquet at the Synagogue
rather than at individual homes.

MICHAEL GREEN

Elections for B'nai Emunah found
D. R. Travis re-elected. Serving
with him were Michael Green, vice-
president; Simon Selinger, secre-
tary; and H. P. Taubman, treasurer.
Their Board of Trustees included
Sam Kantor, Nathan Appleman,

Sam Miller, Jack Gelfand, Jacob
Sherman and George Travis.

The end-of-the-year party for the
Junior Congregation featured prizes
given by Sisterhood forachievement.

A tie for first place brought prizes
to Israel Rosenfeld, Paul Markowitz,
Norman Finkel and Sidney Lieber-
man. There was also a tie for the
runner-up position between Charles
Dan, Israel Cohen, Ben Cohen,
Jerome Dan, Earl Schuman, Buddy
Feenberg and Milton Taubman.

At a Sisterhood benefit affair
held at Akdar Temple, Mrs. William
Haas won the drawing at its con-
clusion. Her prize—a handsome
radio . .. The Passover service for
the Junior Congregation attracted
50 boys and girls to their own min-
yan ... As the year came to an end,
another new Jewish social fratern-
ity formed for the B'nai Emunah
young men called “Club Gamb”
with Avrome Dan as president.
George Ludman served as vice-
president, Bert Schulman, secretary,
and Max Sandler, its treasurer. The
club opened with a dance in the
Red Lacquer room of the Alvin
Hotel.

The Jewish Young Men’s Club,
an auxiliary of the Synagogue, was
started on December 10. Its first
meeting found A. E. “Jeb” Lewis
elected president, Julius Living-
ston, vice-president, and Phil Landa,
secretary-treasurer. The Board of
Trustees included Louis Webber,
Bernie LeVine, Leon Selinger and
Carl Livingston.

The Men’s Club’s second meeting
was a smoker in the French Pro-
vincial room of the Alvin Hotel.

Illustrating but one effect of
the depression and business crash:
The Hebrew Free Loan Association,
in 1930, made 26 loans in Tulsa
for a total of $5750. Figures for
the previous year had been only
13 loans for $2650.

1931 SERVICES HELD
IN INSTITUTE

One of the important social events
this year was the annual Sisterhood
Winter Ball held at the Akdar Tem-
ple ballroom in October.

Near the end of the evening a
raffle drawing was held and a beau-
tiful silver samovar was won by Dr.
Mark Marks. In charge of this
wonderful dance was Mrs. Sam
Sanditen, assisted by the Mesdames
Harry Margolin, Arthur Freed, Bar-
ton Kahn, Sam Kantor, Morris
Foonberg and Dave Bellman.

Gold pieces for prizes! That’s
what was offered in the first essay
contest for students of both our
Congregation and Temple Israel,
sponsored by the community.

First prize of five dollars in gold
went to Rosalie Fenster, for her
essay on Palestine. Louis Fenster
took second prize in the younger
students’ division, and his award
was $2.50.

High Holyday services for the
North Side were held at the Jewish
Institute and were under the direc-
tion of Robert Feldman, Jake Bloch
and Jack Gelfand. Cantors were W.
J. Levine and Abe Borofsky.

The fall term of the Sunday Reli-
gious School saw 130 attending.

ABE BOROFSKY
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1931 CONFIRMATION CLASS: Held at Jewish Institute, the graduation program included
the “March of the Graduates™ played by Mrs. Jay Kornfeld, accompanied by Gertrude Liv-
ingston; an address of welcome by Jean Bloch; invocation by Sandow Ruby; and the singing
led by Barton Kahn.

Above, left to right: Rabbi Oscar Z. Fasman, Mrs. George Travis, superintendent, Sam
Zeligson, Amelia Kaufman, Sandow Ruby, Ann Fried, Isracl Rosenfeld, valedictorian, Rita
Lewis, Ben Poznik, Jean Brody, Herman Feldman, Bernice Krasne, Ben Rosenbaum, Dr. Mark
Marks, teacher.

1930-31

MRS. BEN WATT
President of Sisterhood
1931 to 1933
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N. C. LIVINGSTON, GABBI RISHON 1. M. STEKOLL, TREASURER
M. GREEN, GABBI SHEINI SIMON SELINGER, SECRETARY

Chevra Kadisho Organization
of Tulsa

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
PHONE 2-2001
411 PHILTOWER BUILDING

Tulsa, Okla. May 24th, 1932,

Mr.H.S.Blufston, Pres.,
Congregation Bnai Emunah,
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Dear Sir:

This 18 tb advise you that &t a meeting last night May 23,1932
of the Chevra Kadisho of Tulsa Oklshom& the question of conaoli-
dation of the Congregation and the Chevra Kadisho was discussed
at length.

It was finally decided and & resolution was psssed that the
Chevra Kadisho do stend ready snd willing at all times to

fully co-operate with the Congregation Bnai Emunah.

However 1t was the sense of the meeting that the Chevra Kadisho
keep seperate and distinct its officers and its identity as &
separete end sutonomous orgsnization and therefore there was no
need for a common s8ecretary for both organizations, but esach
should maintain its own officers and secretary.

We therefore extend our heaxrtlest greeting to your Congregation
and hop® and pray that both orgenizatioms will continue to puth
forth their best efforts for the furtherance of Judaism.

Yours Sincerely

CHEVRA KADISHO ORGANIZATION
8 %z/mf% BY GG 3 0

Livingston v | HL Bloch cripary.
#
Harry Mizel W /X«”/ / J/’/')ajﬂ
J.M.Stekoll Mrs. Sol Lack p
W o)
R.2.5tekoll &Q> éi Mrs. H. Mizel ”

¥ra, Levine -5 = ,

Robert Feldman(/

Abe Dritch
Simon Selinge
Jack aelfand</h¢3ﬁ"
H.I.Kornfeld
H.S.Blufston

UNTIL 1932 CHEVRA KADISHA was a separate organization. But in this year it was merged into B'nai Emunah. The action was agreed to
by the society’s members by use of the above letter.




HARRY BLUFSTON
President of Congregation
1932 to 1936

Harry S. Blufston was elected
president of B'nai Emunah, taking
over the leadership of the Syna-
gogue from outgoing D. R. Travis.
Mr. Blufston became our sixth
president.

Elected with him were A. E. “Jeb”
Lewis, vice-president; Sam S. Miller,
treasurer; and Dr. Harry Green,
secretary.

Shortly after his election, Mr.
Blufston hosted the Jewish Young
Men’s Club lecture in the ballroom
of the Genet building in the 900
block of South Boston. Isadore
Nadel continued as Hebrew School
president. Rabbi Fasman’s lectures
continued each month as he re-
viewed books, biographies and pre-
sented talks on Jewish history and
current events.

Sisterhood had another active
year along with its many youth
activities. A Purim dinner at the
Synagogue featured addresses by
Rabbi Fasman, D. R. Travis: Rev.
Tofilovsky and Barton Kahn fur-
nished the singing and were followed
by a recitation by Lillian Herdon.

The Sisterhood also announced
the purchase of a beautiful perm-
anent “Sadness and Gladness” book
for the project which was begun a
few years earlier. Later this year,
a Sisterhood luncheon was high-
lighted by the review of the book
“Spinoza” by the new rebbitzen,
Mrs. Oscar Z. Fasman. The Fasman

wedding had been a July event
in Chicago with many Tulsans
attending.

Jeb Lewis was elected once again
to head the Jewish Young Men’s
Club.

Sunday School presented its
Purim festival which included a
three-act play directed by Mrs.
George Travis. During intermission,
music was provided by Nina June
Appleman and Barton Kahn, who
directed a choir of fifty Sunday
School students.

In the spring, many Synagogue
members were in the “Honey-
mooners;’ a show directed by Mrs.
Ben Putter at the new Little Theater.
Among them were Rose Blend,
Dorothy Katz and Florence Lud-
meyer in “T’aint So Cute] Joe Kan-
tor and Sarah Lack in “Courtin’
Time? Reva Fisher in a one-man
“mellerdrama; and Sophie Ravitz
who sang “Blue Night?

MRS. BEN PUTTER

The B’nai Emunah baseballers,
entered in a city church league,
played their games at the Univer-
sity of Tulsa campus. Team mana-
gers were Morris Solow and Carl
Livingston.

Players included George Travis,
George Wilk, Stan Reinstein,
George Ludman, Carl Ravitz, Harry
Ravitz, A. Solow, Harry Solow, Sam
Manes, A. Travis, L. Travis, George
Selinger, Dave Rivkin, M. Meise-
row, Abe Wallach, B. Cooper, G.
Aaronson, Art Silvers and Lou
Lipman.

At Religious School graduation,
Mrs. William Haas and Miss Ger-
trude Livingston played the “March
of Graduates?” Anna Plost delivered
the valedictory address. Graduates
included Norma Bloch, Florence
Brooks, Anna Mae Cohn, Jerome
Dan, Zelda Davis, Rosalie Fenster.,
Walter Kessler, Henry Kraus, Esther
Ravitz, Sylvia Selinger and Robert
Zeligson.

Lester Bihari was named new
president of the Maccabees club
with Henry Zarrow to serve as vice-
president and Julius Bihari as
secretary-treasurer. A social club,
Maccabees held their summer stag
by going to the home of Nathan
and Sid Selinger for a slumber party.

The Young Men’s Club opened
the fall season by inviting the Con-
gregation membership to a circus
night at the Mayo Hotel. It was
complete with Hula dancers, a flea
circus, swiss yodelers and a sword
swallower.

The 1932-33 Religious School
year opened in the Odd Fellows
Hall at 619 South Detroit with the
following instructors: Sophie Ravitz,
Jean Kantor, Mildred Lieberman,
Carolyn Brooks, Sarah Werbner,
Ruth Sherman, Mimi Appleman,
Mrs. Oscar Fasman, Aaron Tofield
and Rabbi Fasman.

39



Steve
Highlight

Steve
Highlight


SISTERHOOD AUXILIARY
STARTS IN 1933

Here’s the calendar which Sister-
hood followed during this year.

Itincluded nine general meetings,
two card parties, two luncheons, a
play by the Sisterhood members, a
play by the Sunday School children,
a Purim dinner and a Chanukah
dinner, a concert at the Jewish In-
stitute by Cantor Meyer Feldman of
Chicago, and the Sunday School
picnic, proceeds of which went
toward building a new Synagogue.
That was a total of nineteen events!

The Purim pageant drew a crowd
of 350 persons. It featured a play
with a cast of thirty children and
the festivities ended with each child
getting Shaloch Monos candy, given
by Mr. and Mrs. Louis Kurtz.

A new organization was formed
this year called the Sisterhood

Auxiliary. Active in its formation
were Mrs. A. J. Lewis and Mrs.
Mose Adams, the latter becoming
its first president. Fifty members
were initially enrolled.

Religious School graduation
honored twelve students. At com-
mencement exercises, Jerome Dan
of the class of 1932 welcomed the
graduates. Milford Ungerman sang
“M’kom Shom Arozim™ and Vivi-
enne Kroll gave an oration. The
valedictorian in 1933 was Shiphra
Stockfish. Best attendance award
went to Carolyn Brooks. The gradu-
ates included Meyer Bello, Marion
Brodsky, Ben Cohen, Norman
Finkel, Isabelle Kaufman, Stanley
Paul, Florence Pines, Adeline Singer
and Lester Starr.

Rabbi Fasman continued his lec-
ture series and Gershon Fenster
began one on “Modern Jewish His-
tory?”

BOROFSKY'S KOSHER BUTCHER SHOP!

This year in Tulsa the Sandler
bakery moved from just next door
to the Institute to the “southside”
at 1422 South Boston. Meantime,
a kosher restuaurant opened for
business, serving family dinners,
at 1008 South Main.

The Hebrew School began its
sessions for the 1933-34 year with
73 boys and girls enrolled, ages six
through fourteen. Isadore Nadel
noted that only three years before.
the enrollment was pitifully small.
But in 1933, the Sisterhood, the
Auxiliary AND the Tulsa chapter of
Council of Jewish Women joined to
contribute to its support.

Religious School presented “Ene-
mies of Israel” as its Chanukah play.
Directed by Mrs. George Travis
andMrs. Frank Jankowsky, the show
was given at the Odd Fellows Hall.
This play featured Stanley Bloch
and Sylvia Kraus as the leads. The

And it became a gathering place to exchange gossip and to socialize along with buying for the
Shabbos meals and holiday feasts. Man on the left is unidentified. Then, left to right, are Alec Banks, Jake Borofsky and the man on the right,
unidentified.




same play, when given back in 1920,
had as leads Bernie LeVine and
Etta Cohen. In 1933, Miss Sally
Feldman presented the music.

Others in the cast were Ray
Travis, Mel Dan, Evelyn Freed,
Justine Travis, Eleanor Einhorn,
Eugene Cohen, George Bloch, Lew-
is Gelfand, Jerry Borofsky and
Shirley Blufston.

Also, in December, Sisterhood’s
annual dinner drew 150 persons.
Chairman of this year’s dinner was
Mrs. Harry Cohen. Mrs. Oscar Z.
Fasman presented an original “Sis-
terhood Prayer™ at this dinner and
it was decided that this particular
prayer would be read at each Sister-
hood meeting from then on.

Junior Hadassah! An active and
vibrant organization which, though
citywide, was almost 100% com-
prised of B'nai Emunah girls. It was
one of the groups that preceded
the BBG and AZA.

Under the direction of Mrs. Ben
Putter, who also adapted the script,
Junior Hadassah presented “Much
Obliged” at the Tulsa Little Theater
on two successive nights in April.
Over fifty young men and women
took parts.

Music was provided by Bess Haas
and Mrs. Putter; properties were
under direction of Ruth Cohen,
Charles Goodall, Sarah Lack and
Marion Kravetz. Ushers included
Anna Borofsky, Gertrude Katz,
Bernice Zeldich, Sarah Werbner,
and Ida Feldgreber, all under chief
usher Bess Stekoll.

Mary Cohn was in charge of ad
solicitations while the program lists
Fannie Plost in charge of something
called “M.M.S.7 the meaning of
which eluded us.

The three-act comedy also fea-
tured musical numbers by Jimmy
Haas, Sarah Lack, Helen Rabkin,
Celia Livingston, Bert Shulman,
George Ludman and Bill Shapiro.
A large chorus line included Rose
Blend, Estelle Cohen, Lillian Rips,
Fannie Mizel, Sylvia Bankoff, Jean
Bloch, Naoma Bookman, Floretta
and Serene Bihari, Jeanette Good-
man, Esther Ravitz and Carolyn
Brooks.

A men’s group that presented the
“Burglar Dance” included David

Rivkin, Jack Krasne, Hymie Viner,
Lester Bihari and Henry Kaplan.
“There’s a Ring Around the
Moon™ was danced by Frances Lieb-
erman, Rose Blend, Fanny Glazer,
Fanny Mizel and Marian Kravetz.
Others included were Florence
Abend, Charles Goodall, Ruth Sher-
man, Sophie Ravitz, Inez Cohen,
Dorothy Dan and Pearl Schuman.

GIANT PURIM DINNER
ENJOYED IN 1934

It was the height of depression!
But activities at B'nai Emunah con-
tinued, perhaps even increased!

Nearly 300 attended the annual
Purim dinner and all came away
feeling most grateful to Mrs. Julius
Bookman, in charge of the dinner.

Mrs. J. Keller, who headed the
program committee, procured the
Gypsy Quintet to furnish music
throughout the evening; the quartet
was composed of Mesdames Hyman
A. Tola, A. S. Rips, Grace Bean.
B. K. Aaron and James Lewis; Phil
Landa, toastmaster of the program,
presented Mrs. Philip Gordon, Sis-
terhood president, who addressed
the gathering.

Short talks were also given by
Isadore Nadel, D. R. Travis, and a
Rabbi A. Eichenstein. Barton Kahn,
musical director of the Religious
School, rendered several vocal
selections in Hebrew and Yiddish,
accompanied by Prof. L. Cheveaux.
Cantor M. Z. Tofield sang several
Purim melodies in which the audi-
ence joined.

The program was concluded with
the principal address of the evening
by Rabbi Oscar Z. Fasman. A sub-
stantial sum was realized on the
turkey donated by Mrs. D. R. Travis.

Adult Hebrew classes were begun
and held in the Talmud Torah class-
rooms on Thursday evenings with
Rabbi Fasman the instructor. Mean-
time, Oscar Kenig became the new
principal of the Hebrew and Reli-
gious Schools. He was born in
Poland, and studied at the Hebrew
Theological College of Chicago.

OSCAR KENIG

Although not under the direct
aegis of the Synagogue, a tremen-
dous evening was held at the Jewish
Institute that drew one of the largest
attendances that building ever had.
Called the “Miniature Art Evening”
the event celebrated the fiftieth an-
niversary of Sholom Aleichern.

Itincluded a one-act play entitled
“"Mazel Tov vocal solos by Mrs.
Phil Landa and Barton Kahn, dra-
matic presentations by Gershon
Fenster and W. J. Levine.

MINIATURE ART EVENING
4 ne

A couple of hours of refined ent

Givsi umdes s ol
JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS ALLIANCE
and PIONEER WOMENS CLUB

SUNDAY, APRIL 8th, 815 P. M.

at JEWISH INSTITUTE g ADMISSION 50 CENTS

PUBLICITY FLYER for the Miniature Art
Evening.

Mrs. Sam Marks was elected presi-
dent of the Sisterhood Auxiliary
early in the year and was fol-
lowed by Mrs. Frank Jankowsky in
October.
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Charles Goodall was a scout mas-
ter of troop 63 for Jewish boys. ..
Sunday School enrollment jumped
to 135 in the fall. New teachers were
Sam Minsky and Milton Gordon . . .
The Chanukah Dreidel party, spon-
sored by Sisterhood, proved to be
one of its best . . . Religious School’s
seventh grade started publication of
a newspaper under supervision of
Mrs. Ted Langer, teacher. Eugene
Cohen became its editor and the
editorial board consisted of Lou
Gelfand, Betty Freed and Sam
Bookman.

In the fall, the Congregation once
again began its Late Friday Night
services, still called “Assemblies”
Joseph Kantor conducted services
and Rabbi Fasman delivered the
sermons. Congregational singing of
Hebrew, Yiddish and new Palestin-
ian melodies was led by Barton
Kahn.

Mrs. Harry Cohen, recalls the
sign which hung in women’s balcony
of the old Synagogue which read in
Yiddish:

“Der kommitet bet men zol
rayden vayneeger oon davnen
mehrer!” (The committee re-
quests that you talk less and
pray more!)

“The women’s minds were not
on the ‘davening, for the Cantor,
below, could not be heard well in
the balcony. Other noises competed:
children running up and down the
stairs, sliding down the banisters,
and cracking of peanuts.

“When the noise got unbearable,
the Cantor would lose patience and
stare at the balcony. Finally, with
the palm of his hand, he would
pound on his siddur and shout: ‘Sha,
sha!’”

President Harry Blufston com-
mented that the problem of decorum
in the Shul was left to Jeb Lewis,
vice-president. “He used to be in
the balcony arguing with the women
almost every time!”

Mrs. Cohen also said, “the first
hour of any Yom Kippur service
was spent listening to the auction
of aliyahs” B'nai Emunah continued
these auctions finding them an im-
portant source of funds for its varied
needs.

The basement of the Synagogue
continued to be a problem. After a
hard rain one night the basement
became flooded and the Sisterhood
luncheon of the following day had
to be hurriedly rescheduled for the
Odd Fellows Hall. This caused the
committee to cook at the Synagogue
and move food and dishes to 7th
and Detroit.

The first woman ever to sit at a
Congregation Board meeting was
Mrs. Pearl Gordon, Sisterhood
president. Mrs. Gordon enlarged
the Sisterhood Board of Directors
putting an end to the era of four or
five officers and a very small Board.

Religious School Glee Club was
formed under the direction of Bar-
ton Kahn, with musical accompani-
ment by Mrs. William Haas. They
rehearsed at her home each Thurs-
day evening. Members were Leon
Alexander, Marshall Arky, Leon
Bercutt, Ernest Bloch, Eddie Borof-
sky, Gerald Fedman, Irving Fenster,
Manuel Finkel, Morris Glazer, Han-
nah Goldstein, Curtis Green, Char-
lotte Karchmer, Charles Margolin,
Marcia Moran and Sidney Paul.

GIRLS OF CONFIRMATION of 1934. Left
to right, Maxine Appleman Fagin, Ruby
Mincks, Lillian Turner, unidentified, Fanny
Glazer Argo, Dorothy Dan and Ethel Wein-
stein Cohen.

1935—RESOLVED: WE'LL
BUILD THE NEW SHUL!

Which could be considered more
important, more audacious, more
forward looking: the plans to build
a Synagogue back in 1915, or the
decision to start plans for building
one in 1935, during a depression?

At the Congregation’s annual
meeting in June, following re-
election of Harry Blufston as presi-
dent, Julius Livingston rose to make
a startling announcement.

Said Mr. Livingston, “We wish
to make a resolution which will
establish a foundation to build a
new Synagogue, Talmud Torah and
Jewish Center?

Even though it was in the darkest
days of the business collapse, the
Congregation was fairly wild with
excitement as it looked forward to
a new and larger Center.

A building fund, officially begun
in August of 1935, finally totalled —
in April, 1943—%$123,361 from 223
pledges. Besides the pledges of the
members and many out-of-towners,
there were pledges from a B’nai
Emunah Birthday Fund, a Chil-
dren’s Fund, and a pledge of $1000
from the Men’s Club.

At the same membership meeting,
Mr. Blufston was presented a 32nd
degree Masonic diamond ring by
H. P. Taubman, in behalf of the
Congregation for four years of
faithful service. Elected that night
for the office of vice-president and
secretary was Isadore Nadel, and
treasurer, Sam Miller.

Mr. Blufston recalls: “Among the
workers we had then who worked
very hard for the Shul were Jeb
Lewis,Dr. Harry Green, Harry Mizel
and Mr. Kornfeld. Our board was
a “paper board” Only three to five
people showed up usually for the
board meetings held in the base-
ment?’

The Sisterhood voted that 25%
of all proceeds coming into their
treasury, but not of their dues
income, would be set aside to go
into the building fund for a new
Synagogue.
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